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[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: ___1__ / 5
Justification (3-5 sentences)
The week was riddled with heavy fighting between the Congolese military and M23/AFC rebels which has escalated severely in South Kivu despite the Washington Peace Agreement. Both sides are using heavy weapons and armed drones in crowded civilian areas, causing massive danger to local populations. This intense violence has trapped emergency healthcare teams, fueling a devastating Ebola outbreak that has already infected over 1,900 people and 702 deaths.
[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	23th June 2026
	Government of DR Congo and Rwanda recommit on return of refugee.
	Addis Ababa
	UNHCR global website
https://www.unhcr.org/news/announcements/unhcr-governments-drc-and-rwanda-recommit-support-return-and-reintegration 

	6th July 2026
	Mineral fueled wars and US sanction
	Eastern DR Congo
	Aljazeera
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/7/6/us-sanctions-target-rwandan-firms-linked-to-conflict-minerals-funding-m23



	9th July 2026
	UN laments uptick in fighting in South Kivu
Use of explosive weapons ‘must stop’ in eastern DR Congo: Türk
	Eastern Congo 
	DW
https://www.dw.com/en/congo-south-kivu-fighting-un-rights/a-77887082 
United Nations
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/07/1167906


	9th July 2026
	Tensions amid constitutional referendum
	Kinshasa
	Inquirer.net
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/330245/drc-tensions-amid-constitutional-referendum
 

	10th July 2026
	Congo War Security Review
	Eastern DR Congo
	Critical Threats
https://www.criticalthreats.org/briefs/congo-war-security-review 




	12th July 2026
	Katanga Lawyers File ICC Complaint against DR Congo President Tshisekedi.
	The Hague
	KT Press
https://www.ktpress.rw/2026/07/katanga-lawyers-file-icc-complaint-against-dr-congo-president-tshisekedi/ 

	13th July 2026
	Rebels in Congo see Ebola as chance to show governing credentials
	Eastern DR Congo
	REUTERS
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/cut-off-kinshasa-congos-afcm23-rebels-built-their-own-ebola-response-2026-07-13/ 



[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]E. g M23 Activities for DRC
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	9th July 2026
	Humanitarian crisis where the militia groups are using heavy explosives
	South Kivu
	Loss of civilians and the displacement of the residents
United Nations
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/07/1167906


	9th July 2026
	M23/AFC together with Twirwaneho armed group attacked a highland in South Kivu and captured a strategic ‘point zero’ military base from FARDC and Burundi National Defence Forces
	South Kivu 
	SOS Medias Burundi
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/en/2026/07/09/south-kivu-twirwaneho-armed-group-and-m23-afc-m23-claim-to-have-fallen-point-zero-the-main-stronghold-of-the-fardc-and-fdnb-in-the-highlands/#:~:text=Minembwe%2C%20July%206%2C%202026%20%E2%80%94,Mwenga%20territory%20in%20South%20Kivu. 


[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	1

	Civilian killings
	Several killings

	Abductions
	Reported cases but can’t state exact number

	Sexual violence cases
	Within the displacement camps

	Looting
	0

	Attacks on villages
	0


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	Ituri, South Kivu and North Kivu
	High number of newly displaced people due to heavy use of weapons and Ebola outbreak
	
	Relief Web
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/ebola-outbreak-democratic-republic-congo-and-uganda-external-update-3-10-july-2026#:~:text=The%20Government%20has%20also%20reported,Ebola%20prevention%2C%20surveillance%20and%20response. 
United Nations
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/07/1167906



[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Humanitarian Concerns: 
Food insecurity: Food shortage is faced by millions in Eastern DRC https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/millions-trapped-in-deepening-hunger-crisis-in-the-drc-as-needs-far-outpace-humanitarian-response/en 
Disease outbreaks: Escalation in the Ebola crisis https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/7/9/confirmed-ebola-deaths-in-dr-congo-hit-600 
Protection concerns: targeting of health workers and medical facilities https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c79yj09nd4qo 
School closures: Widespread school closure 
Health service disruptions: Health system collapsing as the focus is on the Ebola Crisis. https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/rejection-and-fatigue-healthcare-workers-report-ebola-frontlines-care 
Access constraints: Humanitarian agencies are facing operation obstacles due to the militia groups https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/rejection-and-fatigue-healthcare-workers-report-ebola-frontlines-care 
Details: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	Ebola (Bundibugyo strain)
	Ituri, North Kivu and South Kivu
Haut-Uele and Tshopo
	1926 confirmed cases
702 Death (Fatality rate is 34%)
	Rapid increase in the confirmed cases and the lack of vaccine for this new strain is complicating issues


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	
	

	Landslides
	
	

	Other
	
	


[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	5th – 6th July 2026
	Congolese Military (FARDC) 
	Condemning the attacks on civilians in North and South Kivu 
https://kamwokyatimes.com/fardc-condemns-m23-drone-strikes-as-rebels-capture-three-more-localities-in-south-kivu/ 
https://7sur7.cd/2026/07/05/nord-et-sud-kivu-les-fardc-accusent-la-coalition-rdfafc-m23-de-nouvelles-frappes-contre 


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	
	
	



[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	9th July 2026
	Twirwaneho armed group and M23/AFC-M23
	Falling for the strategic military base



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	EAC
	
	

	African Union
	Failure of the Post Washington Agreement Framework
https://web.facebook.com/cgtnafrica/videos/talk-africa-has-the-washington-accords-drc-peace-process-failedthe-2025-washingt/4128103850814024/?_rdc=1&_rdr# 
	Reinforcing of the border monitoring.

	SADC
	
	

	ICGLR
	
	


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	UN / MONUSCO
	Condemning the use of explosive on civilians 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/07/1167906#:~:text=Mr.%20T%C3%BCrk%20added%20that%20Rwanda,founders%20were%20refugees%20from%20Rwanda. 

	United States
	Sanctions on Rwandese businessmen
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/7/6/us-sanctions-target-rwandan-firms-linked-to-conflict-minerals-funding-m23


	European Union
	

	Other
	


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Luanda Process
	Angola
	Stagnant

	Nairobi Process
	Kenya
	Stagnant

	Other
	
	


[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations]9. RWANDA-DRC RELATIONS
[bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	9th July 2026
	Intense clashes between the army and M23
	DW
https://www.dw.com/en/congo-south-kivu-fighting-un-rights/a-77887082 


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	12th July 2026 
	Collapse of the peace agreement
https://web.facebook.com/cgtnafrica/videos/talk-africa-has-the-washington-accords-drc-peace-process-failedthe-2025-washingt/4128103850814024/?_rdc=1&_rdr#


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	

	Civil Society
	

	NGOs
	

	Women’s Groups
	

	Youth Organizations
	


[bookmark: early-warning-indicators]11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	· 
	
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	
	· 

	Peace initiatives
	
	
	· 



[bookmark: analysis-of-the-week]12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
[bookmark: conflict-dynamics]Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
The M23 rebel group has expanded the war into new regions of the DR Congo using heavy weapons and drones, making the fighting much deadlier for civilians.
[bookmark: peace-dynamics]Peace Dynamics
Peace efforts have completely failed because commanders on the ground are ignoring political agreements and a U.S.-brokered ceasefire is not working. Campaigns demanding that President Tshisekedi be held accountable for the humanitarian atrocities linked to his administration are gaining traction.
Risks for the Coming Week
Ongoing combat operations risk severing critical Ebola contact-tracing in Ituri and North Kivu, threatening a regional pandemic. Probable FARDC and Burundian counter-attacks against Point Zero are expected to trigger massive secondary civilian displacements
[bookmark: executive-summary-150200-words]13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
The M23/AFC alliance's capture of a strategic South Kivu base has shattered a U.S.-backed peace agreement and expanded the war zone. The escalating violence has trapped medical teams on the ground, fueling a record-breaking Ebola outbreak that threatens total humanitarian collapse in the region.
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