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[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL, PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: ___1__ / 5 (Very Critical / Escalating Conflict)
Justification (3-5 sentences): The security situation in Somalia is very critical, with fierce fighting in the southwestern city of Baidoa killing dozens of people, including at least 4 civilians. Government troops clashed with militia groups and Al-Shabaab fighters in the city, which is home to more than half a million people displaced by conflict and drought. This represents a significant escalation of violence in the region. 
(https://abcnews.com/International/wireStory/fighting-southwestern-somalia-kills-dozens-people-including-4-135742897)

[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	August 17, 2026
	Fierce fighting between government troops and militias, dozens of people killed.
	Baidoa, South West State.
	Africanews https://fr.africanews.com/2026/08/19/somalie-les-affrontements-entre-larmee-et-des-milices-font-des-dizaines-de-morts/
 

	August 18, 2026
	Calm returns, while authorities report Al-Shabaab involvement
	Baidoa, South West State.
	ABC News 
https://abcnews.com/International/wireStory/fighting-southwestern-somalia-kills-dozens-people-including-4-135742897



[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]Major Fighting in Baidoa:
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	August 17, 2026
	Militia groups attacked government positions, Al-Shabaab fighters involved
	Baidoa, South West State.
	Dozens of combatants killed, at least 4 civilians killed, 98 people injured, 30 attackers killed (government figures).
https://abcnews.com/International/wireStory/fighting-southwestern-somalia-kills-dozens-people-including-4-135742897



[bookmark: Xd33ce5782ae554548a4e9af841bac75cc62007f]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	1 (Major)

	Civilian killings
	4+

	Civilian injuries
	98

	Combatant fatalities
	30-50 (unconfirmed)

	Abductions
	

	Sexual violence cases
	

	Looting
	

	Attacks on villages
	


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	Area
	Status
	Source

	Baidoa
	500,000+ displaced people in the city.
	ABC News 
(https://abcnews.com/International/wireStory/fighting-southwestern-somalia-kills-dozens-people-including-4-135742897)



[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Humanitarian Concerns
Food insecurity
Disease outbreaks
Protection concerns: At least 4 civilians were killed, including 28 women and an elderly man hit by stray bullets
School closures
Health service disruptions: Dr. Abdikafi Omar Mohamud, head of the emergencies department at Bay Regional Hospital, reported that health services were struggling with only 40 beds available and shortages of essential medicines. An emergency tent was put up to accommodate the influx of patients.
Funding Shortfalls: Humanitarian operations remain underfunded.
Access constraints
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	No major outbreak reported.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	
	

	Drought 
	Somalia
	Contributing factor to displacement in Baidoa.

	Landslides
	N/A
	N/A

	Other
	N/A
	N/A


[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	August, 2026
	Somali Federal Government.
	Reported attackers included Laftagareen-aligned militias and Al-Shabaab fighters, nearly 30 attackers killed.

	August, 2026
	South West State authorities.
	Reported higher toll of 50 attackers killed.

	August, 2026
	Isak Mohamed Korsaar, South West Internal Security Minister
	Confirmed Al-Shabaab involvement, bodies of Al-Shabaab fighters recovered, some captured and are still alive.


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]Official Statements: Isak Mohamed Korsaar, Minister of Internal Security for South West State, stated: The militias that attacked us were not alone. We have confirmed that they were accompanied by Al-Shabaab. We have recovered the bodies of Al-Shabaab fighters killed in combat and we have also captured some alive.
New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	
	
	



[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	August 17 to 18, 2026
	Al-Shabaab
	Allegedly participated in attacks on Baidoa military positions.



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement 

	EAC
	

	African Union
	Continues to support Somali security forces.

	SADC
	

	ICGLR
	


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	UNHCR
	Warns of ongoing displacement crisis.

	United States
	

	European Union
	

	Other
	


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Luanda Process
	
	

	Nairobi Process
	
	

	Other
	
	


[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations][bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	
	
	


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	
	


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	

	Civil Society
	

	NGOs
	

	Women’s Groups
	

	Youth Organizations
	


[bookmark: early-warning-indicators]11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Civilian casualties
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	
	
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	
	



[bookmark: analysis-of-the-week]12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
[bookmark: conflict-dynamics]Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
The reporting week witnessed fighting in Baidoa, the capital of South West State, when militia groups attacked government positions on the outskirts of the city. The violence began shortly after 5:00 a.m., on August 17 with two explosions near a military base east of Baidoa. Heavy fighting broke out minutes later around another base in Bonkay, south of the city, before armed men entered Baidoa and exchanged fire with government troops.
Fighters loyal to former South West state President Abdiaziz Hassan Mohamed Laftagareen displaced the new administration's troops from parts of Baidoa for about six hours before being driven from the city. In separate attacks, Al-Shabaab fighters struck two Somali military positions on Baidoa's outskirts, leading to allegations that the extremist group had coordinated with Laftagareen's forces.
The fighting followed months of tension over South West's leadership and its electoral process. The federal government rejected Laftagareen's disputed indirect re-election in March 2026, and federal troops took control of Baidoa on March 30, prompting Laftagareen to announce his resignation. 
[bookmark: peace-dynamics]Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
Calm returned to Baidoa on August 18 as security forces patrolled major streets and inspected buildings and vehicles damaged in the fighting. Residents cautiously emerged from their homes, although troops maintained a heavy presence in key areas.
Analysts warn that political disputes can create openings for extremist groups. Samira Gaid, a regional security analyst at Balqiis Insights, warned: When elite disputes are settled militarily, they create the conditions that the terrorist group exploits. It is Somali civilians who pay for it.
[bookmark: risks-for-the-coming-week]Risks for the Coming Week
Further fighting in Baidoa as tensions persist.
Spread of violence to other areas of South West State.
Further Al-Shabaab attacks exploiting political instability.
Humanitarian crisis worsening with displacement and health service strain.
[bookmark: executive-summary-150200-words]13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
Somalia experienced a significant escalation of violence this week in the southwestern city of Baidoa. Fierce fighting between government troops and militia groups, allegedly backed by Al-Shabaab, killed dozens of combatants and at least 4 civilians, with 98 others injured. The violence was linked to political tensions over South West State's leadership and electoral process. Calm had returned by August 18, but the fighting placed additional pressure on health services already struggling to serve residents and displacement camps in the city. 
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