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[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: 3/ 5
Justification (3-5 sentences)
Kenya experienced a mixed security environment during 12–17 September 2026. The most severe incidents occurred along the Meru-Isiolo border, where armed cattle rustling and a deadly ambush killed at least five people, including two police officers. In Embu County, violence at a UDA delegates meeting left two people dead and six vehicles torched, with Manyatta MP Gitonga Mukunji securing anticipatory bail amid police investigations. The High Court found Inspector General of Police Douglas Kanja in contempt over June 25 protest roadblocks, ordering him to appear for sentencing. Meanwhile, the Anglican Archbishop Ole Sapit condemned political thuggery and journalist abductions, calling for protection of democratic rights. These developments reflect persistent inter-communal insecurity and political tensions. 
[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	12 Sep 2026
	Opposition rally disrupted; youths hurled stones at leaders; Muturi calls it “attempted assassination”
	Garissa
	Hiiraan 
https://www.hiiraan.com/security4/2026/Sep/206249/this_is_an_attempted_assassination_muturi_reacts_to_garissa_rally_chaos.aspx#1 

	15 Sep 2026
	Armed cattle rustling raid resulted in a fatal herder shooting and theft of over 120 cattle.
	Igembe Central, Meru County
	 Xinhuanet 
https://english.news.cn/africa/20260916/274de31d332249d78a7c799fa7766f8c/c.html?utm_source=gemini

	16 Sep 2026
	Gunmen ambushed tactical police tracking stolen livestock, killing 5 people (including 2 police officers).
	Gotu area, Isiolo County
	Xinhuanet 
https://english.news.cn/africa/20260916/274de31d332249d78a7c799fa7766f8c/c.html?utm_source=gemini


	17 Sep 2026
	IG Kanja found in contempt of court over June 25 protest roadblocks; ordered to appear for sentencing
	Nairobi
	The Star
https://beta.the-star.co.ke/news/2026-09-17-ig-ordered-to-appear-in-court-over-june-protest-roadblocks



[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]E. g M23 Activities for DRC
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	N/A
	
	
	

	N/A
	
	
	

	N/A
	
	
	


[bookmark: Xd33ce5782ae554548a4e9af841bac75cc62007f]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	N/A
	
	
	


[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	At least 3+

	Civilian killings
	At least 6+

	Abductions
	Unspecified 

	Sexual violence cases
	Unspecified

	Looting
	At least 2 incidents

	Attacks on villages
	At least 2 incidents 


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	Gotu & Igembe Border
	Localized displacement due to active security operations.
	Minimal
	Xinhua News Agency
https://english.news.cn/africa/20260916/274de31d332249d78a7c799fa7766f8c/c.html?utm_source=gemini 


	
	
	
	


[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Humanitarian Concerns: 
Food insecurity: No 
Disease outbreaks: No
Protection concerns: Yes
School closures: No
Health service disruptions: No
Access constraints: Yes
Details: 
Inter-communal insecurity and persistent livestock raids along the Meru-Isiolo border continue to instill fear among herders and severely disrupt local pastoralist livelihoods.
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	N/A
	
	
	


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	N/A
	

	Landslides
	N/A
	

	
	
	


[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	Sept 16, 2026
	Eastern Regional Police / Isiolo County Executive
	Condemned the Gotu ambush, confirmed sustained multi-agency security operations under Operation Maliza Uhalifu.

	Sept 17, 2026
	Office of the Government Spokesperson
	Ramped up national preparations for anticipated El Niño heavy downpours, urging early community action.


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	N/A
	
	



[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	N/A
	
	

	
	
	



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	EAC
	N/A
	

	African Union
	N/A
	

	SADC
	N/A
	

	ICGLR
	N/A
	


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	UN / MONUSCO
	N/A

	United States
	N/A

	European Union
	N/A

	Other
	N/A


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Luanda Process
	N/A
	

	Nairobi Process
	N/A
	

	Operation Maliza Uhalifu
	Ministry of Interior / National Police Service
	Sustained deployment across Baringo, Isiolo, Meru, Turkana, Samburu, and Marsabit to suppress armed cattle rustling.


[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations]9. RWANDA-DRC RELATIONS
[bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	N/A
	
	


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	N/A
	


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	Anglican Archbishop Ole Sapit condemned recent journalist abductions and political thuggery, calling for protection of democratic rights.

	Civil Society
	N/A

	NGOs
	N/A

	Women’s Groups
	N/A

	Youth Organizations
	N/A


[bookmark: early-warning-indicators]11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	
	· 
	

	Humanitarian needs
	
	· 
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	· 
	

	Peace initiatives
	· 
	
	



[bookmark: analysis-of-the-week]12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
[bookmark: conflict-dynamics]Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
[bookmark: peace-dynamics]The dominant conflict trend was armed banditry along the Meru-Isiolo border, where a herder was killed and 120 cattle stolen in Igembe Central on 15 September, followed by a deadly ambush in Gotu on 16 September that killed two ASTU officers, one National Police Reservist, and two civilians. Political violence also persisted, with the Embu UDA rally chaos resulting in two deaths, six vehicles burned, and MP Mukunji seeking anticipatory bail amid police pursuit. The High Court’s contempt finding against IG Kanja over unconstitutional roadblocks during June 25 protests added a judicial accountability dimension to the week’s security developments
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
[bookmark: risks-for-the-coming-week]Positive developments included the government’s intensified security operations in Isiolo, with additional officers, armored vehicles, and NPRs deployed to pursue perpetrators. Archbishop Ole Sapit’s public condemnation of political thuggery and journalist abductions represented a significant civil society voice urging restraint and democratic accountability
Risks for the Coming Week
[bookmark: executive-summary-150200-words]The Gotu ambush and Embu violence risk further reprisal attacks and political tensions, particularly as investigations into the Embu chaos continue and MP Mukunji is required to appear at DCI Headquarters on 21 September. IG Kanja’s scheduled sentencing on 28 September could escalate tensions between the judiciary and police leadership. Continued banditry along the Meru-Isiolo border threatens pastoralist livelihoods and community stability.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
Kenya experienced significant security incidents during 12–17 September 2026. Armed cattle rustling in Igembe Central, Meru County, left one herder dead and 120 cattle stolen on 15 September, followed by a deadly ambush in Gotu, Isiolo County, on 16 September that killed five people, including two police officers. In Embu County, violence at a UDA delegates meeting on 12 September resulted in two deaths and six vehicles destroyed, with Manyatta MP Gitonga Mukunji securing anticipatory bail amid police investigations. The High Court found Inspector General Douglas Kanja in contempt over June 25 protest roadblocks, ordering him to appear for sentencing on 28 September. Anglican Archbishop Ole Sapit condemned political thuggery and journalist abductions, while the government intensified security operations in Isiolo with additional personnel and armored vehicles.
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