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1. OVERALL PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments



Weekly Score:  2 / 5
Justification
Burkina Faso remains in a state of critical, negative peace during this reporting period. The state continues to hold a very high composite security-threat ranking, reflecting sustained armed-group activity concentrated in the northern and central regions, alongside government counter-offensive operations. No ceasefire negotiations or peace talks were recorded for this window. The government continues to project a narrative of territorial reconquest and civic mobilization (public tours by Captain Ibrahim Traoré, calls for "general mobilization against terrorism"), while independent verification of casualty figures remains limited, since the military government has for several years withheld official tolls of soldiers killed in combat. Civic space continues to shrink following the April 2026 dissolution of over 100 NGOs and associations, and the country's formal notification of withdrawal from the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (alongside Mali and Niger) continues to raise concern among human rights actors regarding future accountability for wartime abuses. On the diplomatic front, the period closed a symbolic chapter of the rupture with France, while ties with Russia and, more discreetly, Israel continued to deepen.
2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Sources

	13 Jul 2026
	Army "Lycaon Unit" ambushes and neutralizes armed-group elements moving through the Diabatou corridor, part of a wider two-week counter-offensive against JNIM cells in the Est region.
	Diabatou (Gayéri–Bogandé axis), Est Region
	Quotidien Sidwaya, 15 Jul 2026  sidwaya.info/les-forces-combattantes-dejouent-les-plans-ennemis-et-multiplient-les-succes-operationnels/
AllAfrica,16Jul2026  fr.allafrica.com/stories/202607160287.html


	13–14 Jul 2026
	Twelve recalled Burkinabè diplomats hand over the Paris embassy keys and national flag in Ouagadougou, closing the process begun when Burkina Faso severed relations with France on 26 June 2026.
	Ouagadougou
	 Quotidien Sidwaya, 13 Jul 2026  sidwaya.info/rupture-diplomatique-burkina-faso-republique-francaise-le-ministre-des-affaires-etrangeres-recoit-les-diplomates-burkinabe-au-complet-de-retour-de-paris/
 JeuneAfrique  jeuneafrique.com/1810139/politique/il-ny-a-plus-de-diplomates-francais-au-burkina-faso/
 West African Voice Network, 14 Jul 2026; wavn.org/burkinabe-diplomats-return-home-after-closure-of-paris-mission/

	13–15 Jul 2026
	Government launches public-private sectoral consultations on "economic civic-mindedness and patriotic engagement," covering industrialization, tax compliance, human rights and diaspora concerns.
	Ouagadougou
	 AIB, 14 Jul 2026; 
burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/14/70203.html

	16 Jul 2026
	Italian NGO WeWorld-GVC holds an accountability workshop closing a 26-month food-security and child-protection project in besieged Djibo.
	Djibo, Soum Province
	 News Agency Burkina Faso, “SOUM/DJIBO: WeWorld-GVC reviews 26 months of actions in support of food security and child protection”
https://www.aib.media/soum-djibo-weworld-gvc-dresse-le-bilan-de-26-mois-dactions-en-faveur-de-la-securite-alimentaire-et-de-la-protection-de-lenfant/
WeWorld member of childFund Alliance, https://www.weworld.it/en/where-we-are/africa-north-west/burkina-faso-en


	16–17 Jul 2026
	President Traoré visits the Yaadga region, meets "forces vives" (community and professional leaders) in Ouahigouya, and calls for unity, discipline and vigilance in the fight against terrorism.
	Ouahigouya, Nord Region
	 Quotidien Sidwaya, ‘Séjour du Camarade Président du Faso dans la région de Yaadga : Rencontre avec les Forces vives : entre préoccupations, espoir et engagement pour bâtir une Nation souveraine et prospère’ sidwaya.info/sejour-du-camarade-president-du-faso-dans-la-region-de-yaadga-rencontre-avec-les-forces-vives-entre-preoccupations-espoir-et-engagement-pour-batir-une-nation-souveraine-et-prospere/ 

Sidwaya Info, ‘Echanges du chef de l’Etat avec les Forces vives de Yaadga: des participants satisfaits’  https://www.sidwaya.info/echanges-du-chef-de-letat-avec-les-forces-vives-de-yaadga-des-participants-satisfaits/
 Les 4 Vérités (Bénin),  les4verites.bj/le-capitaine-traore-appelle-a-un-islam-modere-et-denonce-les-extremistes/

	19 Jul 2026
	Analysis of deepening Burkina Faso–Israel ties following the 26 June 2026 accreditation of Israel's non-resident ambassador in Ouagadougou, situated within the AES's wider diplomatic realignment.
	Ouagadougou / regional
	 Strategic Culture Foundation, “Burkina Faso and Israel: The Sahel and the realignment of regional balances in West Africa” 19 Jul 2026
 strategic-culture.su/news/2026/07/19/burkina-faso-and-israel-the-sahel-and-the-realignment-of-regional-balances-in-west-africa/


3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
JNIM (Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal Muslimin) Activities
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact / Sources

	13 Jul 2026
	Army "Lycaon Unit" ambushed suspected JNIM fighters travelling through the Diabatou corridor.
	Between Gayéri and Bogandé, Est Region
	Sidwaya Info, “Les nouvelles du front: les Forces combattantes déjouent les plans ennemis et multiplient les succès opérationnels’’
sidwaya.info/les-forces-combattantes-dejouent-les-plans-ennemis-et-multiplient-les-succes-operationnels/ ; https://fr.allafrica.com/stories/202607160287.html



Other Armed Groups (ISGS, Ansarul Islam, VDP-affiliated clashes)
Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number 

	Armed clashes
	At least 1 confirmed engagement (Diabatou, 13 Jul); further clashes reported in Burkinabè media as part of an early-July offensive, but not separately dated within 13–19 Jul

	Civilian killings
	No verified, dated incident within the reporting window; national reporting on troop and civilian tolls remains restricted

	Abductions
	N/A

	Sexual violence cases
	

	Looting
	

	Attacks on villages
	



4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced / Returnees
	Sources 

	N/A
	
	



Humanitarian Concerns
	Concern
	Details
	Sources

	Food insecurity
	N/A
	

	Protection concerns
	Child-protection actors reported removing 1,911 vulnerable people (including street children) from the streets nationwide over a recent ten-day period, framed by authorities as a social-protection achievement.
	AIB, 14 Jul 2026
burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/14/70196.html



5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
Disease Outbreaks / Public Health Campaigns
Natural Disasters
6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message / Sources

	16–17 Jul 2026
	Presidency / Armed Forces (Ouahigouya)
	President Traoré met community leaders ("forces vives") and troops in the Yaadga region and called for unity, discipline and continued vigilance against terrorism.
sidwaya.info/sejour-du-camarade-president-du-faso-dans-la-region-de-yaadga-rencontre-avec-les-forces-vives-entre-preoccupations-espoir-et-engagement-pour-batir-une-nation-souveraine-et-prospere/

 les4verites.bj/le-capitaine-traore-appelle-a-un-islam-modere-et-denonce-les-extremistes/

	19 Jul 2026
	Ministry of Security (Koulpélogo)
	Minister Mahamadou Sana called for a general mobilization against terrorism during a visit to Koulpélogo province.
AIB ;
 burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/20/70657.html



New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact / Sources

	N/A
	
	


7. ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	N/A
	
	



8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	UEMOA (West African Economic and Monetary Union)
	Regional digital-economy and AI cooperation forum (SIPEN-UEMOA, 4th edition) referenced in Ouagadougou coverage, 14 Jul 2026 
burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/14/70197.html
	Illustrates continued Burkinabè participation in West African economic frameworks despite the political rupture with ECOWAS.


International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement
	Sources 

	Russia
	Following the 8–9 July 2026 Russia–AES ministerial meeting in Niamey, where Moscow and the three Sahel states pledged deeper military cooperation, Burkinabè media reported around 14 Jul that Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov reaffirmed continued Russian defense and security assistance to the Sahel.
	National/state-linked: Pravda Burkina Faso, 14 Jul 2026
 burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/14/70199.html
 Reuters, via US News, 9 Jul 2026 — usnews.com/news/world/articles/2026-07-09/russia-and-sahel-states-deepen-military-ties-as-insurgent-attacks-persist

	Israel
	The June 2026 accreditation of an Israeli ambassador in Ouagadougou is described, in analysis published 19 Jul 2026, as a first step toward an operational bilateral relationship, part of a wider realignment of Burkina Faso's external partnerships.
	
Strategic Culture Foundation, ‘Burkina Faso and Israel: The Sahel and the realignment of regional balances in West Africa’
https://strategic-culture.su/news/2026/07/19/burkina-faso-and-israel-the-sahel-and-the-realignment-of-regional-balances-in-west-africa/



Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Local social-cohesion frameworks 
	Local authorities, traditional and religious leaders
	Continued at the local level: a peace-themed mosque inauguration in Zondoma, 17 Jul 2026
 burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/20/70678.html ; 
a cultural "living-together" festival in Koulpélogo, 19 Jul 2026
 https://burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/20/70668.html 


9. BURKINA FASO – NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES AND AES RELATIONS
Cross-Border Security Cooperation
	Date
	Development
	Sources 

	14 Jul 2026 
	Burkinabè armed forces conducted a joint patrol with the Beninese army at Koualou, a border locality, reflecting continued bilateral security cooperation against cross-border militant movement toward the Gulf of Guinea littoral states.
	Pravda Burkina Faso, 14 Jul 2026 
 burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/world/2026/07/14/70205.html

	13 Jul 2026
	Benin and Morocco co-hosted the 7th ministerial meeting of the Process of Atlantic African States (PEAA) in Cotonou; foreign ministers from about 15 coastal and Sahelian-adjacent states adopted the "Cotonou Declaration" on maritime security, green logistics corridors and energy transition, a framework of direct relevance to Sahelian countries' access to Atlantic trade routes.
	Host-country official: Government of Benin — gouv.bj/article/3585/7%E1%B5%89-reunion-ministerielle-peaa-cotonou-accueille-sommet-strategique-avenir-afrique-atlantique/
Afriquinfos 
 afriquinfos.com/que-retenir-de-la-7e-reunion-ministerielle-du-processus-des-etats-africains-atlantiques-tenue-a-cotonou/

	18 Jul 2026
	In neighbouring Mali, a joint JNIM–Azawad Liberation Front (FLA) force ambushed a Malian army convoy (including Russia's "Africa Corps" personnel) near Tabankort, between Anefis and Gao, killing or capturing scores of soldiers, illustrating the cross-border, regional character of the Sahelian insurgency that also shapes the threat environment along Burkina Faso's northern border.
	 Associated Press, via ABC News, 19 Jul 2026  abcnews.com/International/wireStory/mali-rebels-ambush-army-convoy-killing-capturing-scores-134873385

 Pravda Mali 
mali.news-pravda.com



10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message / Source

	Religious Institutions
	17 Jul 2026; Inauguration of a Friday mosque in Rassomdé (Tougo commune, Zondoma Province), accompanied by prayers for peace, illustrating continued local religious engagement in social cohesion messaging.
Source : AIB
 burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/20/70678.html

	Civil Society
	

	NGOs
	16 Jul 2026; Italian NGO WeWorld-GVC closed out a 26-month food-security and child-protection project in Djibo, a besieged town in Soum Province, reporting on outcomes to local authorities.
Source: WeWorld-GVC  

	Women's Groups
	17–18 Jul 2026; Ten mothers of scholarship recipients in Mogtédo received support to develop income-generating activities under a child- and youth-protection fund.
Source: AIB 
burkina-faso.news-pravda.com/burkina-faso/2026/07/20/70675.html

	Youth Organizations
	


11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	X
	
	

	Displacement
	
	X 
	

	Hate speech
	
	X
	

	Humanitarian needs
	X
	
	

	Political tensions
	X
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	X
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	X
	


12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
Conflict Dynamics
The most significant conflict trend this week is continuity of low-intensity but unresolved armed confrontation between Burkinabè government forces (supported by VDP auxiliaries) and JNIM-affiliated fighters, illustrated by the 13 July ambush near Gayéri-Bogandé, which follows a stated two-week counter-offensive campaign. The persistent absence of officially disclosed casualty data, a pattern documented since the 2022 coup, constrains any Master's-level assessment of intensity or escalation; this is itself a conflict-dynamic indicator, since information control is a recognized feature of authoritarian counter-insurgency governance. The regional dimension of the insurgency, visible in the well-documented 18 July JNIM–FLA ambush of a Malian army convoy near Anefis-Gao, underscores that Burkina Faso's security trajectory cannot be analyzed in isolation from the wider Sahelian theatre and the AES's joint (though still uneven) counter-terrorism posture.
Peace Dynamics
Positive developments this week are largely administrative and diplomatic rather than related to direct conflict resolution. The government's public-private economic consultations and school-fee regulation reflect an attempt at state consolidation and social-contract renewal ("refondation") independent of the war effort. At the community level, the Zondoma mosque inauguration with prayers for peace and continued CNAVC civic organizing in Houet suggest that local social cohesion and civic space, though constrained nationally, have not been entirely extinguished. However, none of these developments constitute progress toward a negotiated political settlement or a documented reduction in hostilities. The distinction, central to peace studies, between the absence of formal peace processes and the persistence of local, everyday peacebuilding practices.
Risks for the Coming Week
 further JNIM attacks in the Est, Sahel and Boucle du Mouhoun regions, given the stated intensity of the ongoing counter-offensive and the group's demonstrated cross-border operational reach into Mali; continued erosion of humanitarian access and funding, compounding protection risks for displaced populations amid allegations that some communities are being prevented from leaving besieged towns; further shrinking of civic space, as the government continues to restrict NGOs and associations while consolidating its sovereigntist, AES-centred foreign policy; and reputational and accountability risks linked to the ongoing formal withdrawal of Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger from the International Criminal Court, which human rights organizations warn could further entrench impunity for crimes committed during the conflict.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Between 13 and 19 July 2026, Burkina Faso's conflict and peace landscape remained critical but without a single dominant large-scale event. Security developments were dominated by a confirmed army ambush on suspected JNIM fighters near Gayéri-Bogandé (13 July) within a stated counter-offensive, alongside continued restriction of independently verifiable casualty data, a structural feature of the conflict since 2022. Humanitarian conditions remained precarious: roughly 4.5 million people are in need nationally in 2026, against a US$658.5 million appeal only partially funded, while a pre-window investigative report raised serious concerns about the government preventing civilians from leaving besieged towns, complicating official claims of over 1.1 million voluntary IDP returns. On the diplomatic front, the week closed Burkina Faso's rupture with France (diplomats returning embassy keys, 13–14 July) while deepening ties with Russia and, more discreetly, Israel, developments consistent with the country's continued pivot toward the Alliance of Sahel States and away from ECOWAS and its traditional Western partners. Civil society and religious actors continued modest, localized peacebuilding and social-cohesion activities, even as the formal ICC withdrawal process and the post-April 2026 NGO restrictions continue to narrow the space for independent accountability and monitoring, a trend of direct relevance to peace and conflict scholarship on shrinking civic space in authoritarian conflict settings.
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