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[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: 3/ 5
Justification (3-5 sentences)
The Democratic Republic of Congo experienced a significant diplomatic breakthrough during the reporting period, with the DRC and M23 signing a commitment to a ceasefire agreement in Doha on 15–16 September, following months of negotiations facilitated by Qatar, the United States, and the African Union. Concurrently, Rwanda and the DRC convened in Geneva on 16–17 September for the seventh session of the Joint Security Coordination Mechanism to advance implementation of the Washington Accords. These parallel processes represent the most substantive peace momentum in eastern DRC since the outbreak of renewed hostilities in 2021. However, armed groups including the ADF continued to hold civilian’s hostage in Ituri, and the Ebola outbreak expanded to a seventh province, underscoring persistent security and health challenges. The positive diplomatic trajectory, combined with humanitarian concerns, warrants a score of 5/5 as the reporting period was characterized by unprecedented peace initiative progress alongside manageable residual risks.
[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	15–16 Sep 2026
	DRC and M23 signed commitment to ceasefire agreement in Doha
	Doha, Qatar
	MINAFFET
https://www.minaffet.gov.rw/updates/news-details/rwanda-welcomes-declaration-of-principles-between-the-government-of-drc-and-afc-m23 

	12 Sep 2026
	Rwanda and DRC agreed to draft peace deal, committing to respect sovereignty and refrain from supporting armed groups
	Geneva, Switzerland
	Aljazeera 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/15/geneva-talks-put-rwanda-drc-peace-deal-to-the-test 

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]E. g M23 Activities for DRC
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Sept 14, 2026 (Report Date)
	Consolidation of a parallel system of governance/taxation and mineral exploitation (coltan).
	M23-controlled areas (Eastern DRC)
	Disrupted trade, closure of banks, and economic strain on residents.
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2026/09/14/how-rwanda-backed-m23-rebels-finance-their-war-dr-congo 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: Xd33ce5782ae554548a4e9af841bac75cc62007f]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Sept 17, 2026
	Release of 8 hostages kidnapped by ADF; at least 30 others remain missing.
	Teturi area, Ituri province
	Civilian trauma and ongoing threat for the 30 missing individuals.


[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	Unspecified 

	Civilian killings
	Unspecified

	Abductions
	30+ civilians 

	Sexual violence cases
	Unspecified

	Looting
	Unspecified

	Attacks on villages
	Unspecified


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	N/A
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Humanitarian Concerns
Food insecurity: Yes
Disease outbreaks: Yes
Protection concerns: Yes
School closures: Yes
Health service disruptions: Yes
Access constraints: Yes
Details: 
Most of the humanitarian concerns are implied but no specific cases mentioned during the reporting period. 
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	Ebola (Bundibugyo virus)
	62 health zones across 7 provinces (Ituri, North Kivu, South Kivu, South-Ubangi, Haut-Uele, Bas-Uele and Tshopo)
	7,258 confirmed cases and 3,510 confirmed deaths
	Although most cases have been reported in Ituri (5,659 cases, including 2,583 deaths), a decrease in the number of newly reported cases has been observed since August 2026, while an increase has been reported in North Kivu.


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	N/A
	

	Landslides
	N/A
	

	Other
	N/A
	


[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	N/A
	
	

	
	
	


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	N/A
	
	



[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	N/A
	
	

	
	
	



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	EAC
	N/A
	

	African Union
	N/A
	

	SADC
	N/A
	

	ICGLR
	N/A
	


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	UN / MONUSCO
	N/A

	United States
	N/A

	European Union
	N/A

	Other
	N/A


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Luanda Process
	N/A
	

	Nairobi Process
	N/A
	

	Doha Agreement
	AU/ Qatar
	DRC and M23 signed commitment to ceasefire agreement on 15-16 September


[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations]9. RWANDA-DRC RELATIONS
[bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	N/A
	
	


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	N/A
	


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	N/A

	Civil Society
	N/A

	NGOs
	N/A

	Women’s Groups
	N/A

	Youth Organizations
	N/A


[bookmark: early-warning-indicators]11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	
	· 
	

	Displacement
	
	· 
	

	Hate speech
	
	
	· 

	Humanitarian needs
	
	· 
	

	Political tensions
	
	
	· 

	Community dialogue
	· 
	
	

	Peace initiatives
	· 
	
	



[bookmark: analysis-of-the-week]12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
[bookmark: conflict-dynamics]Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
[bookmark: peace-dynamics]The most significant conflict trend was the dual diplomatic advancement toward ending hostilities: the DRC-M23 ceasefire commitment signed in Doha on 15–16 September, and the Rwanda-DRC Joint Security Coordination Mechanism meeting in Geneva on 16–17 September aimed at operationalizing the Washington Accords. However, M23's consolidation of a parallel system of governance and taxation across eastern DRC continued, with the group imposing fees on residents, businesses, transporters, and humanitarian organizations, particularly in Goma and Bukavu, while coltan from Rubaya mining area provided another major revenue source. In Ituri, ADF rebels released 8 hostages on 16 September while approximately 30 others remained missing and dispersed.
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
[bookmark: risks-for-the-coming-week]The reporting period witnessed the most consequential peace developments in years, with the DRC and M23 signing a commitment to a ceasefire agreement in Doha (15–16 September) and Rwanda and the DRC convening in Geneva (16–17 September) for the seventh Joint Security Coordination Mechanism session to advance Washington Accords implementation. These parallel diplomatic tracks, supported by Qatar, the United States, Togo, and the African Union, represent a coordinated international effort to consolidate the fragile ceasefire and move toward a comprehensive peace agreement.
Risks for the Coming Week
[bookmark: executive-summary-150200-words]The ceasefire commitments remain fragile, with M23's parallel taxation and governance structures in eastern DRC continuing to complicate implementation, and previous agreements having failed to halt fighting on the ground. The Ebola outbreak's expansion to Sud-Ubangi as the seventh affected province, combined with ongoing ADF hostage situations in Ituri, poses significant humanitarian and security risks. The October trilateral planning conference, expected to produce a revised operations order, will be a critical test of whether diplomatic commitments translate into tangible security improvements.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
The DRC government and M23 signed a commitment to a ceasefire agreement in Doha on 15–16 September, following months of Qatar-facilitated negotiations, while Rwanda and the DRC convened in Geneva on 16–17 September for the seventh Joint Security Coordination Mechanism session to advance Washington Accords implementation. These parallel processes, supported by the United States, Qatar, Togo, and the African Union, represent the most significant peace momentum since renewed hostilities began in 2021. However, M23 continued consolidating a parallel governance and taxation system across eastern DRC, imposing fees on residents and businesses while generating revenue from coltan mining in Rubaya. In Ituri, ADF rebels released 8 hostages on 16 September, but approximately 30 others remained missing. The Ebola outbreak expanded to a seventh province (Sud-Ubangi), with 7,258 confirmed cases and 3,510 deaths as of 7 September.
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