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[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1 
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: 1 / 5
Justification (3-5 sentences)
Ethiopia’s security situation remained catastrophic during 29 September–5 October 2026, with government forces bombarding towns in Tigray and pushing north toward Mekelle. At least 52 civilians were killed in three days of fighting around Alamata, and a hospital in Mekelle received 44 critically injured civilians including 33 children wounded by shelling. The TPLF withdrew from Mekelle on 3 October, clearing the way for federal troops and their allies to enter the city, with residents reporting looting of government offices and police headquarters. Ethiopia severed diplomatic ties with Eritrea on 1 October after accusing Asmara of supporting the rebel alliance, and Eritrea retaliated by cutting all diplomatic relations. The UN warned that the deteriorating security situation was severely disrupting humanitarian work, with MSF reporting over 700 wounded admitted to hospitals it supports in Tigray.
[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	29 Sep 2026
	52 civilians killed in three days of fighting around Alamata; 44 injured including 33 children at Mekelle hospital
	Alamata/Maychew, Tigray
	BBC/AFP

	30 Sep 2026
	Blasts heard across Addis Ababa hours after government banned drone flights
	Addis Ababa
	BBC

	1 Oct 2026
	Ethiopia closed embassy in Asmara, expelled 10 Eritrean diplomats; Eritrea cut all diplomatic ties
	Addis Ababa/Asmara
	BBC

	3 Oct 2026
	TPLF withdrew from Mekelle; federal forces and Tigray Peace Force entered city; residents reported looting
	Mekelle, Tigray
	AP/BBC


[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]E. g M23 Activities for DRC
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	26–28 Sep 2026 (reported 29 Sep)
	Government forces took control of Alamata and pushed north toward Mekelle. Heavy shelling in Maychew struck residential areas. Aydar Referral Hospital in Mekelle received 44 critically injured civilians, including 33 children. At least 52 civilians were killed around Alamata in three days.
	Alamata and Maychew, Tigray
	52+ civilians killed; 44 injured including 33 children; market area struck killing 12

	3 Oct 2026
	TPLF announced it had withdrawn from Mekelle to spare the city from destruction. Residents reported federal forces retook the airport and Tigray Peace Force fighters entered the city. Civilians looted government offices, police headquarters, and shops as TPLF-allied fighters departed.
	Mekelle, Tigray
	Major shift in conflict; TPLF forces abandoned regional capital

	30 Sep 2026
	Powerful explosions heard overnight in Addis Ababa, including near the intelligence service headquarters and military headquarters. A source linked to the opposition alliance told Reuters its forces carried out drone attacks. Authorities did not confirm the cause.
	Addis Ababa
	Unclear; heightened security tensions


[bookmark: Xd33ce5782ae554548a4e9af841bac75cc62007f]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	N/A
	
	
	

	N/A
	
	
	

	N/A
	
	
	


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	
	
	
	


Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	Several

	Civilian killings
	52+

	Abductions
	Implied but not specified

	Sexual violence cases
	Implied but not specified

	Looting
	Unspecified

	Attacks on villages
	Several



4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	N/A
	
	
	

	N/A
	
	
	



Humanitarian Concerns
Food insecurity: Unspecified
Disease outbreaks: Unspecified 
Protection concerns: Yes
School closures: Unspecified
Health service disruptions: Yes
Access constraints: Yes
Details: 
The UN warned that the deteriorating security situation in northern Ethiopia was severely disrupting humanitarian work and called on all sides to guarantee safe and unhindered access. MSF reported more than 700 wounded people admitted to hospitals it supports in Tigray. The ICRC evacuated 161 people from Mekelle to Semera on 28 September, including Federal Police, Ethiopian Airlines staff, AU monitors, and Red Cross members. A humanitarian source in Afar reported that rebel forces had taken control of Erebti, which was then shelled by government forces, leading to unconfirmed civilian casualties. Residents of Alamata reported a worsening humanitarian crisis, with no banking services, power, internet, or phone connections.
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	N/A
	
	
	


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	N/A
	

	Landslides
	N/A
	

	Other
	N/A
	



[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	1 Oct 2026
	Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
	Closed embassy in Asmara; expelled 10 Eritrean diplomats as “persona non grata” for activities threatening national security

	5 Oct 2026
	Ethiopian News Agency (ENA)
	Former government-appointed Tigray leader Abraham Belay said efforts underway to establish new administration in Tigray, enabling self-governance and regional elections in coming months


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	N/A
	
	



[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	1 Oct 2026
	TPLF Chairman Debretsion Gebremichael
	Said fighting was a “continuation of the previous war” and his fighters would keep attacking and defending Tigray from its enemies



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	African Union
	Urged Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Egypt to exercise restraint and resolve differences through diplomatic channels; warned renewed tensions threatened the 2022 Pretoria Agreement
	Diplomatic engagement without enforcement mechanism


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	United Nations
	Warned deteriorating security severely disrupting humanitarian work; called for safe and unhindered access

	United States
	State Department called for “restraint” and “dialogue” on all sides ahead of diplomatic meeting in Egypt

	ICRC
	Evacuated 161 people from Mekelle to Semera on 28 September

	MSF
	Reported 700+ wounded admitted to hospitals it supports in Tigray


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations]Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Luanda Process
	N/A
	

	Nairobi Process
	N/A
	

	Other
	N/A
	


9. RWANDA-DRC RELATIONS
[bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations][bookmark: early-warning-indicators]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	N/A
	
	


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	N/A
	


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	N/A

	Civil Society
	N/A

	NGOs
	N/A

	Women’s Groups
	N/A

	Youth Organizations
	N/A


11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	
	
	· 

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	· 
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	
	· 



12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
Government forces continued their offensive into Tigray, capturing Alamata and pushing toward Mekelle with heavy shelling that killed dozens of civilians including children. The TPLF’s withdrawal from Mekelle on 3 October marked a major shift, with federal forces and the Tigray Peace Force entering the city. Ethiopia’s severing of diplomatic ties with Eritrea indicates regionalization of the conflict, with Addis Ababa accusing Asmara of backing the rebel alliance. The blasts in Addis Ababa, claimed by the opposition alliance, suggest the conflict is spreading beyond the northern front.
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
No positive peace developments occurred. The AU called for restraint, but no mediation mechanism was activated. The TPLF’s withdrawal from Mekelle was framed as a measure to spare civilians rather than a peace gesture. The diplomatic break with Eritrea further complicates prospects for de-escalation.
Risks for the Coming Week
Federal forces entering Mekelle risk further civilian harm and looting, as already reported. The diplomatic break with Eritrea raises the specter of a wider regional war. Humanitarian access in Tigray and Afar is at risk of complete collapse, with banking, internet, and phone services already suspended.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
Ethiopia experienced catastrophic security deterioration during 29 September–5 October 2026. Government forces captured Alamata and pushed toward Mekelle, with shelling killing at least 52 civilians and wounding 44 including 33 children. The TPLF withdrew from Mekelle on 3 October, and federal forces and Tigray Peace Force entered the city, with residents reporting looting of government offices. Ethiopia severed diplomatic ties with Eritrea on 1 October after accusing Asmara of supporting the rebel alliance, and Eritrea retaliated by cutting all relations. The UN warned humanitarian operations were severely disrupted, and MSF reported over 700 wounded in hospitals it supports in Tigray.
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