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REFLEXIVE PEACE PRACTICE (RPP) PROJECT
WEEKLY CONFLICT AND PEACE MONITORING FORM
Reporting Period: August 24, 2026 to August 31, 2026.
Prepared by: Annastacia Matu.
Date Submitted: 31st August 2026.
[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: 1/ 5
Justification (3-5 sentences)
While high-level talks yielded a joint negotiation roadmap, active drone strikes, shellings, and armed clashes between coalition forces and AFC/M23 continued in South Kivu (Minembwe) and North Kivu. Furthermore, community vulnerability remains severe across Ituri and North Kivu, compounded by ongoing health emergencies and complex displacement dynamics. The government's public accusation that over 300 people have been killed since June demonstrates that violence against civilians is a grim reality.
[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	Aug 23, 2026
	DRC government and AFC/M23 finalized a sequenced negotiation roadmap following Geneva talks.
	Geneva / Kinshasa
	Xinhua News Agency
https://english.news.cn/africa/20260823/a8dfb376763b46cc9a23467b84bc3005/c.html 

	Aug 24, 2026
	Ceasefire verification mission deploys to Minembwe as clashes continue
	Minembwe, South Kivu
	Al Jazeera 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/24/ceasefire-monitoring-mission-arrives-in-democratic-republic-of-congo#1 

	Aug 25, 2026
	DRC government accuses M23 of executing over 300 civilians in June-July
	Kinshasa
	Angop 
https://angop.ao/noticias/africa/rdc-acusa-rwanda-e-grupos-rebeldes-de-matarem-300-pessoas-desde-junho/ 

	Aug 26, 2026
	Ebola crisis worsens; WHO calls for 6-month humanitarian truce to allow for health response
	Kinshasa
	Africa Center for Strategic Studies
https://africacenter.org/fr/daily-media-review/revue-de-presse-du-26-aout-2026/ 

	Aug 31, 2026
	MONUSCO Force Commander completed security inspection to strengthen civilian protection operations.
	Fataki & Bule, Ituri
	ReliefWeb / MONUSCO
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/ituri-fataki-and-bule-monusco-strengthens-civilian-protection-support-return-displaced-people 

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]E. g M23 Activities for DRC
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Aug 24, 2026
	Alleged drone strikes and heavy artillery exchanges between coalition forces and M23 units.
	Minembwe, South Kivu
	Civilian infrastructure damage and alleged civilian casualties. https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ceasefire-monitors-deploy-eastern-congo-under-qatari-peace-deal-2026-08-24/ 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: Xd33ce5782ae554548a4e9af841bac75cc62007f]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Aug 25, 2026
	Militia raids on rural farming communities along National Road 27 (RN27)
	Djugu Territory, Ituri
	Population flight toward MONUSCO operational bases.


[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	Several 

	Civilian killings
	Not specified

	Abductions
	None confirmed in the reporting period

	Sexual violence cases
	Implied but none confirmed

	Looting
	Several 

	Attacks on villages
	Several 


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	Bule & Fataki
	Atleast 60,000 residents lingering in IDP camps.
	Minimal 
	Relief Web
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/ituri-fataki-and-bule-monusco-strengthens-civilian-protection-support-return-displaced-people 

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Humanitarian Concerns
Food insecurity: High; ongoing farming disruptions across North Kivu and Ituri
Disease outbreaks: Ebola epidemic cases on the rise.
Protection concerns: Heightened risks of abuse, exploitation, trafficking, and forced recruitment 
School closures: Conflict disrupts education in affected areas.
Health service disruptions: Regional infrastructure damaged; basic medical aid relies on peacekeeping campaigns.
Access constraints: Logistics hindered by active hostilities and damaged infrastructure.
Details: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	Ebola (Bundibugyo virus).
	Ituri (epicenter), North Kivu, South Kivu.
	6,000 cases reported 2,911 deaths.
	Increase in number of cases reported. 


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	N/A
	

	Landslides
	N/A
	

	Other
	
	


[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	Aug 23, 2026
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DRC)
	Reaffirmed commitment to the Doha/Geneva Framework roadmap while urging M23 compliance.

	
	
	


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	Aug 24, 2026
	Joint Implementation Review Mechanism
	Establishes a standardized framework for reviewing ceasefire violations. https://rwandadispatch.com/ceasefire-monitors-deployed-in-eastern-congo-after-new-peace-roadmap/ 



[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	Aug 24, 2026
	AFC/M23 (Lawrence Kanyuka)
	Accused Congolese coalition forces of violating the ceasefire via drone strikes in South Kivu.

	
	
	



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	EAC
	N/A
	

	African Union
	Togo serves as AU mediator in peace talks; AU Commission present at Switzerland negotiations 
	Active 

	SADC
	N/A
	

	ICGLR
	Military experts from member states deployed in ceasefire verification mission
	Active 


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	UN / MONUSCO
	Deployed joint security patrols ("Secure Harvest" / "Safe Schooling") in Ituri.

	United States/Qatar 
	Jointly issued statement backing the newly signed peace roadmap in Geneva.

	European Union
	N/A

	Other
	Qatar, Switzerland hosted/mediated talks; WHO called for 6-month humanitarian truce


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Luanda Process
	N/A
	

	Nairobi Process
	N/A
	

	Doha Process
	Qatar/USA/Switzerland 
	Active


[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations]9. RWANDA-DRC RELATIONS
[bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	Aug 25, 2026
	DRC government accuses Rwanda of supporting M23 and killing 300+ civilians; Rwanda denies support. DRC accuses Rwanda of demographic manipulation, transferring Rwandan families into occupied North Kivu territory 
	Angop. 
https://angop.ao/noticias/africa/rdc-acusa-rwanda-e-grupos-rebeldes-de-matarem-300-pessoas-desde-junho/ 


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	Aug 24, 2026
	Rwanda's President Kagame stated previous peace agreements failed as they did not address the "root cause" of Hutu militants in eastern DRC. https://today.rtl.lu/news/world/ceasefire-verification-mission-heads-to-east-dr-congo-1652368952#1 


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	N/A

	Civil Society
	N/A

	NGOs
	N/A

	Women’s Groups
	N/A

	Youth Organizations
	N/A


[bookmark: early-warning-indicators]11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	· 
	
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	· 
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	· 
	



[bookmark: analysis-of-the-week]12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
[bookmark: conflict-dynamics]Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
[bookmark: peace-dynamics]The conflict environment remains characterized by a disconnect between high-level diplomacy and tactical encounters. Despite formal agreements on verification protocols, localized shelling and drone strikes persist. 
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
[bookmark: risks-for-the-coming-week]Positive developments included the agreement on a roadmap for peace talks, which sets out sequenced steps and timelines for negotiations under the Doha Framework Agreement. The deployment of the first-ever joint ceasefire verification mission to Minembwe represents a concrete step toward implementing the ceasefire mechanism. Both sides also agreed on standardized methods for reporting ceasefire violations.
Risks for the Coming Week
[bookmark: executive-summary-150200-words]Continued fighting in South Kivu could undermine the ceasefire verification mission and the broader peace process. The escalating Ebola outbreak could spiral further out of control if the humanitarian truce is not respected, with over 5,500 cases and limited access. Attacks on health workers could collapse the Ebola response entirely. Failure to address the root causes of the conflict (FDLR presence, Rwandan support allegations) could lead to renewed large-scale offensives.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
DRC experienced dual developments of diplomatic progress and continued field-level violence. High-level talks in Geneva concluded with the DRC government and the AFC/M23 agreeing to a negotiation roadmap and launching their first joint ceasefire verification mission in South Kivu. However, active combat incidents including drone strikes and militia operations continue to threaten civilians, driving humanitarian needs across North Kivu, South Kivu, and Ituri. Humanitarian actors and MONUSCO remain focused on protecting returning populations and mitigating health risks.
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