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[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: 2 / 5
Justification: The DRC’s security situation remained critical during 6–12 October 2026, though significant diplomatic engagement occurred. The African Union Panel of Facilitators, comprising former Presidents Uhuru Kenyatta, Sahle-Work Zewde, and Mokgweetsi Masisi, conducted consultations in Goma with MONUSCO, humanitarian agencies, and AFC/M23 representatives on 5 October, then traveled to Kinshasa for meetings with President Tshisekedi on 9–11 October. The panel called for strict respect for ceasefire commitments and continued engagement in the Doha process. AFC leader Corneille Nangaa called on mediators to "go beyond general statements" and produce "precise, clear and verifiable commitments". However, fighting continued in remote parts of South Kivu’s highlands and North Kivu’s Masisi territory.
[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	5 Oct 2026
	AU Panel of Facilitators met AFC/M23 in Goma
	Goma, North Kivu
	AU
https://aupaps.org/en/article/statement-by-the-african-union-panel-of-facilitators-following-consultations-in-goma-drc#comments 

	7 Oct 2026
	AU panel called for ceasefire compliance and continued Doha talks
	Goma/Kinshasa
	Xinhua
https://english.news.cn/africa//20261008/7f400b5a4d5d4ef48bea597319d25709/c.html#1 

	9–11 Oct 2026
	AU delegation met President Tshisekedi in Kinshasa; called for "concrete and genuine" implementation
	Kinshasa
	ACP
https://acp.cd/anglais/drc-african-diplomacy-steps-up-efforts-to-address-security-crisis-in-the-east/ 

	9 Oct 2026
	Former President Joseph Kabila delivered a national address faulting President Félix Tshisekedi for pursuing military options over peace talks with AFC/M23.
	Kinshasa / Eastern DRC
	Eastleigh Voice
/ https://eastleighvoice.co.ke/democratic-republic-of-congo/410537/joseph-kabila-faults-felix-tshisekedi-for-choosing-war-over-peace-in-drc 

	11 Oct 2026
	Public health agencies confirmed Ebola fatalities crossed 4,000 nationwide as new infections were recorded in eastern border zones.
	Eastern DRC
	Al Jazeera 
/ https://www.aljazeera.com/where/democratic-republic-of-the-congo /


[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]E. g M23 Activities for DRC
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	7 Oct 2026
	AFC/M23 maintained territorial positions and security checkpoints across Rutshuru and Masisi axes.
	Masisi & Rutshuru, North Kivu
	Continued restriction of state administrative access.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: Xd33ce5782ae554548a4e9af841bac75cc62007f]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	N/A
	
	
	


[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	Moderate (frontline friction)

	Civilian killings
	Unspecified

	Abductions
	Unspecified

	Sexual violence cases
	Widespread risk in displacement sites

	Looting
	Unspecified 

	Attacks on villages
	Unspecified  


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	North & South Kivu
	Ongoing high displacement
	Minimal
	Al Jazeera / https://www.aljazeera.com/where/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/ 

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Humanitarian Concerns
Food insecurity: Critical
Disease outbreaks: Ebola (surpassed 4,000 deaths)
Protection concerns: Extreme vulnerability in overcrowded IDP camps.
School closures: Widespread across eastern provinces.
Health service disruptions: Severe due to security threats against medical teams.
Access constraints: High along rural supply axes.
Details: The AU Panel stressed the urgent need to protect civilians, particularly women and girls, prevent sexual and gender-based violence, and ensure accountability for violations. It also called for safe and unhindered humanitarian access and protection of essential services and educational facilities. Healthcare workers face community mistrust and physical insecurity while attempting to contain the expanding Ebola outbreak in eastern health zones.
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	Ebola
	Eastern DRC Health Zones
	8,728 confirmed cases and 4,205 deaths
	Escalating


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	N/A
	

	Landslides
	N/A
	

	Other
	N/A
	


[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	9 Oct 2026
	President Félix Tshisekedi
	Called for "concrete and genuine" implementation of commitments by parties involved in eastern DRC security crisis; reaffirmed DRC commitment to diplomatic processes

	7 Oct 2026
	Presidency / Special Envoy
	Reaffirmed commitment to the national plan for FDLR demobilization and regional coordination.


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	N/A
	
	


Official Statements
[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	7 Oct 2026
	Corneille Nangaa (AFC leader)
	Called on mediators to "go beyond general statements"; said mediation should lead to "precise, clear and verifiable commitments" backed by monitoring mechanisms

	
	
	



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	African Union
	Panel of Facilitators conducted 72-hour consultation mission in Kinshasa; met Tshisekedi, PM Suminwa, and civil society; called for ceasefire compliance and Doha process continuation Supported diplomatic contact under the Luanda framework.
	High-level diplomatic engagement Ongoing mediation efforts.

	EAC
	Monitored regional peace mechanisms.
	Stalled progress.

	SADC
	Security deployment maintained in North Kivu.
	Operational support.

	ICGLR
	N/A
	


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	MONUSCO
	Participated in AU panel consultations in Goma Supported WHO emergency health response and civilian protection around IDP camps.

	OCHA, ICRC, EJVM
	Participated in AU panel consultations

	United States
	Supported Regional Economic Integration Framework projects despite infrastructure delays.

	European Union
	Unlocked crisis aid allocations for eastern sub-Saharan Africa.

	Other (Qatar)
	Facilitated diplomatic channels via the Doha peace process.


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Doha Process
	Qatar/AU
	AU panel called for continued engagement; AFC/M23 called for verifiable commitments

	Washington Accords
	US/AU
	Parallel mediation efforts continue but "little change on the ground"

	Luanda Process
	Angola / AU
	Active diplomatic engagements.

	Nairobi Process
	EAC
	Slow traction.

	Doha Peace Process
	Qatar
	Facilitating technical talks between Kinshasa and AFC/M23.


[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations]9. RWANDA-DRC RELATIONS
[bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	Date
	Development
	

	8 Oct 2026
	AU delegation met Rwanda's Foreign Minister before traveling to Kinshasa
	AU
https://aupaps.org/en/article/statement-by-the-african-union-panel-of-facilitators-following-consultations-in-goma-drc#comments

	9 Oct 2026
	Political debates highlighted ongoing friction over cross-border support allegations regarding M23 and FDLR.
	Eastleigh Voice / https://eastleighvoice.co.ke/democratic-republic-of-congo/410537/joseph-kabila-faults-felix-tshisekedi-for-choosing-war-over-peace-in-drc 


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	N/A
	


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	N/A

	Civil Society
	Highlighted severe protection risks faced by displaced women.

	NGOs
	Called for urgent humanitarian corridors for health workers battling Ebola.

	Women’s Groups
	N/A

	Youth Organizations
	N/A


[bookmark: early-warning-indicators]11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	
	· 
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	
	· 
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	· 
	

	Peace initiatives
	· 
	
	



[bookmark: analysis-of-the-week]12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
[bookmark: conflict-dynamics]Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
The dominant conflict trend was the continuation of low-level clashes in remote areas despite high-level diplomatic engagement. Fighting persisted in South Kivu’s highlands and Masisi territory, indicating that ceasefire commitments have not translated into tangible security improvements on the ground. Territorial entrenchment by M23/AFC continues while internal political discourse sharpened following ex-President Kabila’s speech on October 09.
[bookmark: peace-dynamics]Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
The AU Panel of Facilitators conducted an extensive 72-hour mission, meeting AFC/M23 in Goma and President Tshisekedi in Kinshasa. The panel called for strict respect for ceasefire commitments and continued engagement in the Doha process. AFC leader Nangaa’s call for "precise, clear and verifiable commitments" signaled that the rebels are seeking concrete implementation mechanisms rather than general statements. Technical mediation under the Doha process continues despite political friction.
[bookmark: risks-for-the-coming-week]Risks for the Coming Week
Continued clashes in North and South Kivu are likely. The gap between diplomatic progress and ground realities remains a major challenge. Verification mechanisms face implementation hurdles. Severe health risk due to Ebola spreading across high-density displacement zones.
[bookmark: executive-summary-150200-words]13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
The DRC experienced continued critical security challenges during 6–12 October 2026, though significant diplomatic engagement occurred. The African Union Panel of Facilitators, comprising former Presidents Uhuru Kenyatta, Sahle-Work Zewde, and Mokgweetsi Masisi, conducted consultations in Goma with MONUSCO, humanitarian agencies, and AFC/M23 representatives on 5 October, then traveled to Kinshasa for meetings with President Tshisekedi on 9–11 October. The panel called for strict respect for ceasefire commitments and continued engagement in the Doha process, while AFC leader Corneille Nangaa urged mediators to produce "precise, clear and verifiable commitments". However, fighting continued in remote parts of South Kivu’s highlands and North Kivu’s Masisi territory. During the week of October 06–12, 2026, eastern DRC faced compounding political and public health crises. On October 09, former President Joseph Kabila publicly criticized the government's military approach to the eastern conflict. Simultaneously, health authorities reported that Ebola fatalities had surpassed 4,200, severely straining humanitarian emergency operations in eastern health zones.
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