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1. OVERALL, PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments



Weekly Score: 1 / 5 (Very Critical / Escalating Conflict)
Justification: 
Mali remained in a state of very critical, escalating conflict during the reporting week. On 10 September, JNIM overran the Malian army's Dioura camp in Mopti region in one of the deadliest single attacks on Mali's military in years, with early estimates of dozens of soldiers and several Russian Africa Corps personnel killed, a toll that continued to climb in subsequent reporting. Combined with the still-active fuel blockade on Bamako, the week marked a significant deterioration in central Mali's security environment.
2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	10 Sep 2026
	JNIM fighters overran the Malian Armed Forces (FAMa) camp at Dioura in Mopti region; JNIM claimed to have captured 93 soldiers, while Malian authorities said only that air-ground operations had 'neutralised dozens of attackers'; casualty estimates reported in the days immediately after ranged from approximately 50 upward, with subsequent reporting revising the toll higher
	Dioura, Tenenkou Cercle, Mopti Region
	AFP (cited by The Rio Times) / African Security Analysis

	Ongoing through the reporting week
	JNIM's fuel blockade on Bamako, in place since it was reimposed in late April 2026, continued to restrict fuel supply to the capital via military-escorted convoys
	Bamako and the Kayes–Bamako corridor
	The Ops Con / ACLED

	Week of 7–11 Sep 2026
	Dioura marked the latest and most severe in a series of major 2026 JNIM assaults on Malian garrisons, following the 9 August attack on San (40 militants and 10 soldiers killed) and the 18 July Gao Region ambush (50+ FAMa/Africa Corps personnel killed)
	Mopti, Ségou and Gao regions
	Wikipedia (2026 in Mali)


3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) Activities
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	10 Sep 2026
	JNIM overran the FAMa garrison at Dioura, a location with a recent history of deadly assaults (including a May 2025 attack that killed 41 soldiers), claiming to have captured 93 soldiers; Malian forces conducted air-ground operations in response
	Dioura, Tenenkou Cercle, Mopti Region
	Among the deadliest single blows to Mali's army in the current conflict; underscored continued JNIM ability to overrun defended positions in central Mali

	Ongoing through the reporting week
	Continued enforcement of the Bamako fuel blockade through interdiction of tanker convoys along the Kayes–Bamako and Sikasso corridors
	Kayes, Koulikoro, Ségou, Sikasso regions
	Sustained fuel shortages, rationing and economic strain in the capital



Azawad Liberation Front (FLA) and Islamic State Sahel Province (ISSP) Activities
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Ongoing (background pattern)
	Continued FLA presence and coordination with JNIM in northern Mali following their joint 25 April offensive, sustaining pressure on Malian and allied Russian Africa Corps positions in the north
	Northern Mali (Kidal, Gao)
	Continued erosion of state authority in the north; deepened north-south conflict dynamics

	Ongoing (border zone)
	ISSP maintains a support and movement presence along the Mali-Niger border in the Ménaka region
	Ménaka Region
	Contributes to a multi-front insurgency landscape alongside JNIM-FLA operations elsewhere



Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number (est.)

	Armed clashes
	At least 1 major garrison assault (Dioura) plus continued fuel-convoy ambushes

	Civilian killings
	Data incomplete for this specific window

	Abductions
	93 soldiers reported captured by JNIM at Dioura (military personnel, not civilians)

	Sexual violence cases
	None specifically confirmed this week

	Looting
	Continued tanker destruction/looting as part of blockade enforcement

	Attacks on villages/military bases
	1 major garrison attack (Dioura); continued fuel-convoy attacks along Bamako supply corridors


4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	Dioura area, Mopti Region
	Displacement risk elevated following the fall of the garrison; not yet quantified
	N/A
	African Security Analysis

	Bamako
	No mass new displacement reported; population continues to experience blockade-induced hardship rather than displacement
	N/A
	The Ops Con



Humanitarian Concerns
• Food insecurity
• Health service disruptions
• Access constraints
Details: 
The fall of the Dioura garrison raises serious protection concerns for surrounding communities in Tenenkou Cercle, given JNIM's history of consolidating territorial control after major garrison victories. Combined with the ongoing Bamako fuel blockade, which continues to constrain fuel-dependent hospital and transport capacity nationally, the humanitarian outlook for central Mali deteriorated further this week. Continued Western government advisories urging citizens to leave Mali reflect the severity of access and security constraints for both civilians and aid actors.
5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
Disease Outbreaks (Cholera, Mpox, Measles, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	Cholera
	Regional Sahel corridor (limited Mali-specific case data identified this week)
	Not separately confirmed for Mali this week
	Watch/monitoring, given active regional outbreaks in Chad and Nigeria



Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	General rainy-season risk areas
	No major flood event specifically reported in this window

	Landslides
	N/A
	None reported

	Other
	N/A
	None reported


6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	Week of 7–11 Sep 2026
	Malian Armed Forces (FAMa)
	Confirmed conducting air-ground operations at Dioura and said dozens of attackers had been 'neutralised', without confirming the full casualty figures being reported by AFP-cited sources

	Week of 7–11 Sep 2026
	Transitional authorities (junta of Gen. Assimi Goïta)
	No detailed public statement on the Dioura toll identified for this specific week; government response continued via the standing military command for the 'fuel war' and counter-insurgency operations



New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	Ongoing
	Continued use of military-escorted fuel convoys into Bamako, supported by Russian Africa Corps personnel and Turkish drone support
	Aims to sustain minimal fuel supply to the capital despite the blockade, at a heavy logistical and security cost, compounded this week by the loss of manpower and materiel at Dioura


7. JNIM / FLA STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	10 Sep 2026
	JNIM (Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims)
	Claimed responsibility for overrunning the Dioura garrison and stated it had captured 93 Malian soldiers during the operation

	Background (initial blockade declaration, still governing this week's dynamics)
	JNIM spokesman Abou Houzeifa al-Bambari
	Original announcement of the fuel blockade against government-held cities in southern Mali, reaffirmed through continued attacks in 2026


8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	Alliance of Sahel States (AES)
	No new joint statement recorded this week specific to the Dioura attack or the Bamako blockade
	Bloc solidarity remains rhetorical; no visible operational support recorded this week

	African Union
	No new specific statement on Mali identified for this week
	Standing concern over the deteriorating Sahel security architecture

	ECOWAS
	Mali remains outside ECOWAS following the AES states' formal withdrawal in January 2025
	Continued diplomatic estrangement from the regional bloc



International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	Russia
	Africa Corps personnel were among those killed in the Dioura attack, underscoring the continued cost of Moscow's military engagement in Mali

	United States / United Kingdom
	Both governments continue to maintain advisories urging their citizens to leave Mali, citing the fuel crisis, kidnapping risk and general insecurity

	France (AFP)
	French news agency AFP, citing security, military and local sources, provided some of the most detailed casualty reporting on the Dioura attack available this week



Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	None specifically recorded this week
	N/A
	No new formal peace negotiation or ceasefire initiative between the Malian government and JNIM/FLA was identified for this reporting week


9. MALI–SAHEL / REGIONAL SECURITY RELATIONS
Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	Ongoing (background)
	Continued cross-border movement and coordination of JNIM and ISSP fighters between Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso, and the continuing unusual JNIM-FLA tactical alliance in northern Mali
	Africa Defense Forum (background reporting)



Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	Week of 7–11 Sep 2026
	No new bilateral breakthrough identified; Mali continues to rely on AES solidarity and Russian security assistance amid its estrangement from ECOWAS and Western partners, a reliance underscored by the Africa Corps casualties at Dioura


10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	No specific new statement recorded this week

	Civil Society
	Limited independent civil society commentary given the restrictive information environment under the transitional military government

	NGOs
	Humanitarian and logistics organisations continue to report on the impact of the fuel blockade and now the Dioura attack on aid delivery and service continuity in central Mali

	Women's Groups
	No specific new statement recorded this week

	Youth Organizations
	No specific new statement recorded this week


11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	
	· 
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	· 
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	· 
	


12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
The overrunning of the Dioura garrison on 10 September marked a major escalation in JNIM's central Mali campaign, following a pattern of increasingly severe attacks on Malian and allied Russian positions through 2026 (San in August, the Gao Region ambush in July). Combined with the continuing Bamako fuel blockade, the week's events point to a JNIM strategy of simultaneously squeezing the capital economically while inflicting high-casualty military defeats on government forces in the countryside.
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
No significant positive peace development was identified this week. The government's continued ability to run escorted convoys into Bamako represents a tactical coping mechanism rather than a resolution, and the Dioura attack further undercuts confidence in the security of Malian garrisons in central regions.
Risks for the Coming Week
The most immediate risk is consolidation of JNIM control around Dioura and further attacks on nearby central Mali garrisons following the group's demonstrated success. The scale of losses reported at Dioura also raises the risk of morale and recruitment pressure within FAMa and Russian Africa Corps units. Continued fuel scarcity in Bamako compounds the risk of economic and social strain in the capital.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Mali's conflict situation deteriorated further during the week of 7–11 September 2026. On 10 September, JNIM overran the Malian army's Dioura garrison in Mopti region, one of the deadliest single attacks on Mali's military this year, claiming to have captured 93 soldiers and inflicting further losses on Russian Africa Corps personnel. Combined with the continuing fuel blockade on Bamako, the week underscored the depth of the security crisis facing the transitional military government, with no new peace process in sight and Western governments maintaining advisories to leave the country.
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