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[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: 2 / 5
Justification (3-5 sentences)
The security situation in eastern DRC remained critical during 18–28 September 2026, with FARDC accusing M23/RDF of repeated ceasefire violations in Masisi and Walikale districts. MONUSCO head James Swan visited Beni on 23 September and stressed that the ADF threat remains "extremely concerning" and that protection of civilians is the mission's "absolute priority”. A military plane crash in Kenge, Kwango province, killed 17 people including two senior generals on 25 September. The Ebola outbreak continued to expand, reaching 8,067 cases and 3,901 deaths across 63 health zones in 7 provinces as of 28 September.
[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	17 Sep 2026
	Ceasefire verification mechanism deployed to Minembwe with MONUSCO support
	Minembwe, South Kivu
	Cameroon Tribune
https://mail.cameroon-tribune.cm/article.html/80746/en.html/un-calendrier-pour-baliser-la-voie- 

	25 Sep 2026
	Congolese army plane crashes in Kenge, Kwango province, killing 17 people, including two senior generals.
	Kenge, Kwango Province
	Reuters 
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-military-plane-crash-kills-13-including-three-officers-official-says-2026-09-25/ 



[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]E. g M23 Activities for DRC
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	21 Sep 2026
	M23 Tortured Miners and Trafficked Minerals to Rwanda, Says New Amnesty International Report
	North and South Kivu
	CFR Global Conflict Tracker
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/violence-democratic-republic-congo/alerts?utm_source=gemini 

	21 Sep 2026
	FARDC Launches Operation Against Armed Group in Ituri Province
	Ituri Province
	CFR Global Conflict Tracker
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/violence-democratic-republic-congo/alerts?utm_source=gemini 

	20 Sep 2026
	FARDC Recaptures Territory in South Kivu Highlands, Pushes Toward Minembwe
	North and South Kivu
	CFR Global Conflict Tracker
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/violence-democratic-republic-congo/alerts?utm_source=gemini


[bookmark: Xd33ce5782ae554548a4e9af841bac75cc62007f]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	Several cases

	Civilian killings
	At least 17+ 

	Abductions
	Unspecified

	Sexual violence cases
	Unspecified

	Looting
	Suspected but unspecified

	Attacks on villages
	Several cases


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	North/South Kivu
	Ongoing high displacement
	minimal
	OCHA DRC

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Humanitarian Concerns
Food insecurity: Yes
Disease outbreaks: Yes
Protection concerns: Yes
School closures: Yes
Health service disruptions: Yes
Access constraints: Yes
Details: 
Security hazards continue as the predominant driver of emergency humanitarian needs across eastern DRC. The ADF attacks in Watalinga caused mass displacement, with residents fleeing toward Uganda. 
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	28 Sep 2026
	63 health zones across 7 provinces.
	Number of ​cases at 8,067 and deaths at 3,901.
	Still increasing in terms of cases reported


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	N/A
	

	Landslides
	N/A
	

	Other
	N/A
	


[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	22 Sep 2026
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs
	Demanded ICJ compel Rwanda to end activities in eastern DRC and pay reparations

	
	
	


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	N/A
	
	



[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	N/A
	
	

	
	
	



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	EAC
	N/A
	

	African Union
	Convened UNGA side-event on regional security and good-neighbourliness.
	High political alignment, slow implementation on ground.

	SADC
	N/A
	

	ICGLR
	N/A
	


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	UN Security Council
UNHCR
	Conducted monthly briefing on Eastern DRC security and MONUSCO mandate.
Facilitated tri-partite talks regarding refugee returns between DRC and Rwanda.

	United States
	N/A

	European Union
	N/A

	Other
	N/A


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Luanda Process/ Doha Process
	Angola / Qatar
	Ongoing facilitation; ground war continues to outpace diplomatic agreements.

	Nairobi Process
	N/A
	

	Other
	N/A
	


[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations]9. RWANDA-DRC RELATIONS
[bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	N/A
	
	


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	22 Sep 2026
	Belgium and Rwanda Resume Diplomatic Relations After Dispute Over DRC


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	N/A

	Civil Society
	Expressed frustration over persistent insecurity despite high-level peace tracks.

	NGOs
	N/A

	Women’s Groups
	N/A

	Youth Organizations
	N/A


[bookmark: early-warning-indicators]11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	
	· 
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	· 
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	· 
	



[bookmark: analysis-of-the-week]12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
[bookmark: conflict-dynamics]Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
[bookmark: peace-dynamics]The most important conflict trends were the persistence of armed clashes and attacks on villages across eastern DRC, with security hazards remaining the predominant driver of emergency humanitarian needs. Displacement remained high in North and South Kivu with minimal returns, while access constraints, protection concerns, and disease outbreaks compounded the crisis. The crash of a Congolese army plane in Kenge killing 17 people, including two senior generals, represented a significant operational and personnel loss for the FARDC.
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
[bookmark: risks-for-the-coming-week]The deployment of a ceasefire verification mechanism to Minembwe with MONUSCO support on 17 September represented a tangible, if limited, implementation step under the Doha framework. On the diplomatic front, Belgium and Rwanda resumed diplomatic relations on 22 September after a dispute over the DRC, and UNHCR facilitated tripartite talks on refugee returns between the DRC and Rwanda.
Risks for the Coming Week
[bookmark: executive-summary-150200-words]Armed clashes, displacement, and humanitarian needs are all trending upward, with access constraints continuing to impede response. The Ebola outbreak remains on an increasing trajectory, with cases now reported across 63 health zones in seven provinces. The DRC's ICJ demand against Rwanda, combined with ongoing regional tensions, risks complicating the already fragile diplomatic and ceasefire processes.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
The DRC experienced continued critical security and humanitarian conditions from 18–28 September 2026. Armed clashes and attacks on villages persisted across eastern DRC, driving ongoing displacement in North and South Kivu with minimal returns and severe access constraints. A ceasefire verification mechanism was deployed to Minembwe with MONUSCO support on 17 September, while the DRC government demanded that the ICJ compel Rwanda to end activities in eastern DRC and pay reparations. The period was marked by the deaths of 17 people, including two senior generals, in a Congolese army plane crash in Kenge, Kwango province, on 25 September. The Ebola outbreak continued to expand, reaching 8,067 cases and 3,901 deaths across 63 health zones in seven provinces by 28 September. Diplomatically, Belgium and Rwanda resumed relations on 22 September, and UNHCR facilitated DRC-Rwanda tripartite talks on refugee returns.
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