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1. OVERALL, PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments



Weekly Score: 2 / 5
Justification: 
Nigeria's security environment remained critical during the reporting week. The Northeast continued to record Boko Haram/ISWAP clashes and inter-factional fighting in Borno State, while the North-central (Middle Belt) states of Kaduna and Plateau saw renewed Fulani ethnic-militia raids, abductions and reprisal tension. The Northwest banditry crisis persisted with kidnappings for ransom, and a nationwide cholera outbreak compounded humanitarian pressure in the Northeast. No major de-escalation or peace breakthrough was recorded, though troops recorded some tactical successes against insurgents.
2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	1 Sep 2026
	Suspected Fulani Ethnic Militia (FEM) gunmen invaded a farming household at Angwan Tsapta, Mararaban Kajuru, seizing six residents and assaulting a mother and her children before releasing some captives in the bush
	Kajuru LGA, Kaduna State
	TruthNigeria

	2–3 Sep 2026
	Boko Haram and ISWAP factions clashed with each other in the Sambisa Forest/Chingolo axis as both groups sought to expand territory and control of fighters
	Bama LGA, Borno State
	Vanguard News

	4 Sep 2026
	Boko Haram gunmen ambushed the campaign convoy of an APC governorship candidate along the Gubio-Kareto-Damasak highway; police said the attack was repelled
	Kareto, Gubio LGA, Borno State
	Vanguard News

	Ongoing (week of 31 Aug–4 Sep)
	Continued reports of banditry-linked kidnappings and communal reprisal tension in Kaduna and Plateau States, alongside troop de-escalation efforts after cattle-poisoning and reprisal incidents in Bassa LGA
	Kaduna and Plateau States
	Zagazola Makama / local security sources


3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
Boko Haram / ISWAP Activities (Northeast)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	2–3 Sep 2026
	Rival Boko Haram and ISWAP factions clashed over territorial control in Sambisa Forest; Nigerian security sources reported around 23 militants killed in the fighting
	Chingolo axis, Bama LGA, Borno State
	Continued weakening of both factions through infighting; disrupted insurgent logistics

	4 Sep 2026
	Boko Haram fighters ambushed a state governorship candidate's convoy returning from a campaign visit; police repelled the attack
	Kareto, Gubio LGA, Borno State
	No reported casualties; heightened concern over insurgent reach along the Gubio-Kareto-Damasak highway ahead of 2027 polls

	7 Sep 2026 (reported just after window)
	Suspected ISWAP fighters attacked an Operation HADIN KAI military position; troops repelled the assault
	Pulka, Gwoza LGA, Borno State
	No breach of position; arms and ammunition recovered by troops



Bandits, Fulani Ethnic Militias (FEM) and IPOB-linked Gunmen (Northwest / Middle Belt / Southeast)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	1 Sep 2026
	Armed Fulani Ethnic Militia (FEM) members raided a farming household, seizing six people including children and beating and abandoning a mother in the bush
	Angwan Tsapta, Kajuru LGA, Kaduna State
	One woman injured and released, two children remained in captivity as of reporting, deepened fear among Middle Belt farming communities

	Late Aug–early Sep 2026
	Continuing threat period (28 Aug–5 Sep) flagged by local monitors citing reports of armed Fulani ethnic militia mobilisation
	Kaduna and Plateau States
	Heightened alert level, displacement risk in threatened settlements

	24 Aug–early Sep 2026 (carry-over tension)
	Troops mediated tension after alleged cattle poisoning and reprisal attacks between youth groups and herders
	Bassa LGA, Plateau State
	De-escalation meeting convened, no fatalities reported in the reporting week



Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number (est.)

	Armed clashes (Boko Haram–ISWAP infighting)
	1 (approx. 23 fatalities)

	Civilian killings
	Data incomplete; multiple unconfirmed reports in Kaduna/Plateau

	Abductions
	At least 6 (Kajuru, Kaduna)

	Sexual violence cases
	None specifically confirmed this week

	Looting/cattle theft
	1 reported (Bassa, Plateau)

	Attacks on villages/convoys
	2 (Kajuru, Gubio highway ambush)


4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	Borno State (Northeast)
	Not separately quantified this week
	N/A
	Local media / OPHK statements

	Kaduna/Plateau States (Middle Belt)
	Localised, household-level displacement from Kajuru raid
	N/A
	TruthNigeria



Humanitarian Concerns
• Food insecurity
• Disease outbreaks
• Protection concerns
• Access constraints
Details: 
Nigeria remained the epicentre of a regional cholera outbreak, with over 50,000 cumulative cases and 338 deaths recorded nationally since January 2026, concentrated in Borno State and linked to the Lake Chad Basin transmission corridor. Continued insecurity in Kaduna, Plateau and Borno States restricted humanitarian and farming access, while abductions and reprisal violence in the Middle Belt raised protection concerns for women and children.
5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
Disease Outbreaks (Cholera, Mpox, Measles, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	Cholera
	Borno State and other northern states (nationwide 32-state spread)
	~50,000+ cumulative cases; 338 deaths since 1 Jan 2026
	Increasing / largest active outbreak in West and Central Africa



Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	Seasonal flood-prone states (general risk period)
	No major flood event specifically reported in this window, risk elevated by rainy season

	Landslides
	N/A
	None reported

	Other
	N/A
	None reported


6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	Tuesday, early Sep 2026
	Headquarters Joint Task Force North East, Operation HADIN KAI (Nigerian Army)
	Confirmed troops repelled a Boko Haram/ISWAP attack on a military position in Pulka, Gwoza LGA, praising troops' 'remarkable courage and fighting spirit'

	Week of 1–4 Sep 2026
	Borno State Police Command (ASP Kenneth Daso)
	Confirmed the ambush of the APC governorship candidate's convoy near Kareto and stated the attack was swiftly repelled by security forces



New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	Ongoing (week)
	Continued deployment of Operation Safe Haven (OPEP) sectors and stakeholder engagement in Plateau State
	Aimed at de-escalating herder-farmer/community reprisal tension in Bassa and Mangu LGAs


7. BOKO HARAM / ISWAP / BANDIT STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	No verified direct public statement attributable to Boko Haram, ISWAP, or named bandit/FEM groups for this reporting week
	Boko Haram / ISWAP / Bandit groups
	N/A – groups largely communicated intent through action (attacks, abductions) rather than public messaging during this period


8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	ECOWAS
	No specific new statement on Nigeria recorded this week; regional bloc continues to monitor the widening security divide between Nigeria and the AES states
	Limited direct engagement this week

	African Union
	General continued support for counter-terrorism cooperation in the Lake Chad Basin
	Background/standing position

	Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF)
	Continued coordination among Nigeria, Chad, Niger and Cameroon against Boko Haram/ISWAP in the Lake Chad Basin
	Ongoing operational relevance

	Lake Chad Basin Commission
	Continued advocacy for stabilisation and development in the Basin amid cholera and insurgency pressures
	Longstanding relevance



International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	United States
	Continued designation-related and rights concerns regarding violence against Christian and farming communities in the Middle Belt remain topical in US commentary; no new formal action recorded this week

	European Union
	Continued development and governance funding engagement with Nigeria; no new statement specific to this week's incidents

	United Nations / OCHA
	Continued humanitarian coordination on cholera response and Northeast displacement



Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Operation Safe Haven (OPEP) stakeholder dialogues.
	Nigerian Armed Forces / Plateau State Government
	Ongoing de-escalation meetings between Fulani leaders and youth representatives following the Bassa LGA incident

	Operation HADIN KAI counter-insurgency operations
	Nigerian Armed Forces
	Continued containment operations in Borno State


9. NIGERIA–SAHEL / REGIONAL SECURITY RELATIONS
Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	Ongoing (background to reporting week)
	Widening diplomatic and security divide between Nigeria and the Alliance of Sahel States (Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso), amid reports of AES-origin bandits crossing into Nigeria's northwest
	Al Jazeera



Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	Background (ongoing)
	No new bilateral breakthrough recorded this week; Nigeria continues to navigate strained relations with AES states following their 2025 ECOWAS withdrawal, while maintaining Lake Chad Basin/MNJTF cooperation with Chad, Niger and Cameroon


10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	Continued advocacy from Christian community leaders in Plateau and Kaduna States highlighting killings and kidnappings of Middle Belt farming communities and calling for stronger protection

	Civil Society
	Local monitors (e.g., TruthNigeria) continued documenting and publicising attacks in Kaduna and Plateau States amid concerns over under-reporting

	NGOs
	Humanitarian actors continued cholera response coordination in Borno State

	Women's Groups
	No specific new statement recorded this week

	Youth Organizations
	Youth-security force tensions noted in Bassa LGA, Plateau State, following cattle poisoning/reprisal allegations


11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	
	· 
	

	Hate speech
	
	· 
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	· 
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	· 
	


12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
The week reaffirmed Nigeria's multi-theatre insecurity: Boko Haram–ISWAP factional rivalry in the Northeast, persistent Fulani ethnic-militia raids and abductions in the Middle Belt, and simmering banditry in the Northwest, compounded by a spillover of fighters and weapons from the Sahel following the 2025 AES-ECOWAS rupture. The targeting of a political candidate's convoy in Borno signals rising risk to the electoral process ahead of 2027.
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
Positive developments were limited but notable: troops successfully repelled attacks in Borno without loss of position, and in Plateau State the military convened stakeholder dialogue between Fulani herder representatives and youth groups to de-escalate reprisal tension, illustrating continued, if fragile, local mediation capacity.
Risks for the Coming Week
Continued Boko Haram–ISWAP infighting could displace violence toward civilian communities as factions compete for territory. Middle Belt reprisal cycles between farming communities and herders remain a high risk of escalation, particularly given the unresolved Kajuru abduction. The approaching 2027 electoral cycle raises the risk of politically motivated violence, and the ongoing cholera outbreak threatens to worsen humanitarian conditions in the Northeast.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Nigeria's conflict and peace environment remained critical during the week of 31 August–4 September 2026. The Northeast saw continued Boko Haram/ISWAP factional violence and an attack on a political convoy, while the Middle Belt recorded a Fulani ethnic-militia raid and abductions in Kaduna State amid lingering herder-farmer tensions in Plateau State. A large-scale cholera outbreak, Africa's most severe in the West/Central African region this year, continued to strain the humanitarian response in Borno State. Military authorities reported some tactical successes, and local peace dialogue in Plateau offered a modest counterpoint to an otherwise volatile week.
2

image1.png
$er;trie For l‘!’esearch
1 publications (G




