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1. OVERALL, PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments



Weekly Score: 2 / 5 (Critical)
Justification: 
Niger's security situation remained critical but without a major new insurgent mass-casualty attack this week, following the heavy Takoubatt toll the previous week. Instead, the dominant developments were governance-related: the junta further expanded its use of nationality-stripping against exiled critics, and formally rejected key human-rights recommendations from its UN Universal Periodic Review, reinforcing a pattern of shrinking civic space alongside the continuing, lower-tempo jihadist threat in Tillabéri and Dosso.
2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	17 Sep 2026 (reported 22 Sep 2026)
	Niger's junta provisionally stripped five more exiled opposition figures of their nationality, bringing the total number of people deprived of Nigerien nationality under the 2024 order to 25; colleagues of the affected individuals said at least four possess only a Nigerien passport, raising statelessness concerns
	Niamey (decree affecting exiled individuals)
	Human Rights Watch

	19 Sep 2026 (reported within this window)
	G25-Niger, an opposition coalition of civil society groups and media organisations, publicly described the 2024 nationality-stripping order as 'being used as a tool of political repression... to crack down on opponents and other dissenting voices'
	Niamey (statement)
	Human Rights Watch

	25 Sep 2026
	Niger formally rejected key recommendations raised by UN member states during its Universal Periodic Review, including calls to address arbitrary detention, LGBT discrimination, and accountability for serious human rights violations, and also rejected calls to repeal its March 2026 law criminalising consensual same-sex relations
	Geneva (UN Human Rights Council) / Niamey
	Human Rights Watch


3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
Islamic State – Sahel Province (ISSP) Activities
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Week of 21–25 Sep 2026 (pattern reporting)
	Continued, lower-tempo ISSP support and movement activity in Tillabéri's interior departments; independent conflict monitoring (GDELT-based) noted a smaller cluster of JNIM/IS-Sahel activity in Tillabéri compared with the more intense Mali theatre during this period
	Tillabéri Region
	Relatively reduced attack tempo compared with the prior week's Takoubatt attack, though underlying risk remains elevated



Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) Activities
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Week of 21–25 Sep 2026 (pattern reporting)
	No major new JNIM attack specifically confirmed in Niger for this reporting week; group activity in the broader region was concentrated in Mali (Sévaré, Konna) during this period
	Dosso and Tillabéri regions (background)
	Continued latent risk without a confirmed major incident this week



Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number (est.)

	Armed clashes
	No major new mass-casualty attack specifically confirmed for this window, a relative lull following the prior week's Takoubatt attack

	Civilian killings
	No new large-scale incident specifically confirmed for this window

	Political repression incidents
	5 additional individuals stripped of nationality (bringing cumulative total to 25 since 2024)

	Abductions
	None specifically confirmed this week

	Sexual violence cases
	None specifically confirmed this week

	Attacks on villages/military bases
	None specifically confirmed for this window


4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	Exiled opposition figures and their families
	Risk of effective statelessness and inability to return to Niger for at least four of the five newly denationalised individuals, who reportedly hold only Nigerien passports
	N/A
	Human Rights Watch

	Tillabéri/Dosso regions
	Continued background displacement pressure from ongoing low-level ISSP/JNIM activity (not separately quantified this week)
	N/A
	Background reporting



Humanitarian Concerns
• Protection concerns
• Access constraints
Details: 
This week's dominant humanitarian and rights concern was political rather than conflict-driven: the junta's expanding use of nationality deprivation against exiled critics raises serious statelessness and due-process concerns under international human rights law, given that several of the affected individuals reportedly hold no other nationality. Niger's formal rejection of UN Universal Periodic Review recommendations on arbitrary detention and accountability for rights violations further signals a deteriorating civic and human-rights environment, compounding the continuing humanitarian pressures from jihadist violence in Tillabéri and Dosso.
5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
Disease Outbreaks (Cholera, Mpox, Measles, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	Cholera
	Regional Lake Chad Basin corridor (limited Niger-specific case data this week)
	Not separately confirmed for Niger this week
	Watch/monitoring, given active regional outbreaks in neighbouring Nigeria and Chad



Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	General rainy-season risk areas
	No major flood event specifically reported in this window

	Landslides
	N/A
	None reported

	Other
	N/A
	None reported


6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	25 Sep 2026
	Government of Niger (at the UN Human Rights Council)
	Formally rejected UPR recommendations on arbitrary detention, LGBT non-discrimination, and accountability for serious human rights violations, citing 'cultural, social, and religious sensitivities' regarding the same-sex relations law

	Week of 21–25 Sep 2026
	Niger's press agency
	Confirmed the nationality-stripping decree affecting five more individuals, bringing the cumulative total under the 2024 order to 25



New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	17 Sep 2026 decree, reported this week
	Continued application of the 2024 nationality-deprivation order against exiled critics
	Expands the junta's toolkit for suppressing dissent, with statelessness implications for affected individuals and their families


7. ISSP / JNIM / GOVERNMENT STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	No verified direct claim of responsibility for a specific new attack in Niger identified for this reporting week
	ISSP / JNIM
	N/A – regional jihadist activity this week was concentrated in Mali rather than Niger

	19 Sep 2026
	G25-Niger (opposition civil society coalition)
	Publicly condemned the nationality-stripping order as a tool of political repression against dissenting voices


8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	Alliance of Sahel States (AES)
	No new specific statement on Niger's human-rights posture or UPR outcome recorded this week
	Bloc solidarity remains largely rhetorical

	ECOWAS
	Niger remains outside ECOWAS following the bloc's January 2025 withdrawal of AES states; no new statement recorded this week
	Continued diplomatic estrangement

	UN Human Rights Council
	Conducted Niger's Universal Periodic Review outcome session, during which Niger rejected several key recommendations
	Direct engagement this week; outcome reflects limited responsiveness to international human rights pressure



International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	Human Rights Watch
	Published two reports this week: one on the nationality-stripping of five more exiled critics, and one on Niger's rejection of UPR recommendations, both raising serious rights concerns

	European Parliament
	Noted in background HRW reporting as continuing to urge Niger to free detained former President Mohamed Bazoum, amid growing global concern over his prolonged detention

	Russia
	Continued to underpin Niger's security posture following the August mutiny, though no major new development specific to this week was identified



Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	None specifically recorded this week
	N/A
	No formal peace, reconciliation, or human-rights dialogue initiative was identified for this reporting window; the week's developments instead point toward further civic-space contraction


9. NIGER–SAHEL / REGIONAL SECURITY RELATIONS
Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	Ongoing (background)
	Continued cross-border movement of ISSP and JNIM fighters between Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso along the Tillabéri border corridor, though this week's regional jihadist activity was concentrated more heavily in Mali
	Background wire/open-source reporting



Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	25 Sep 2026
	Niger's formal rejection of UPR recommendations at the UN Human Rights Council marks a notable diplomatic moment, reinforcing the junta's resistance to international human-rights pressure amid its continued estrangement from Western and ECOWAS partners


10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	No specific new statement recorded this week

	Civil Society
	G25-Niger publicly condemned the nationality-stripping order as political repression; broader civil society operates under a tightly controlled information environment

	NGOs
	Human Rights Watch was the most prominent international NGO voice this week, publishing detailed reporting on both the nationality deprivations and the UPR rejection

	Opposition groups
	Exiled opposition figures affected by the nationality-stripping decree, several holding only Nigerien passports, face potential statelessness and inability to return

	Youth Organizations
	No specific new statement recorded this week


11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	
	
	· 

	Displacement
	
	· 
	

	Hate speech
	
	· 
	

	Humanitarian needs
	
	· 
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	
	· 

	Peace initiatives
	
	· 
	


12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
Unlike the prior week's deadly Takoubatt attack, this week's dominant dynamic in Niger was political rather than kinetic: the junta's expansion of nationality-stripping against exiled critics and its formal rejection of UN human-rights review recommendations signal a hardening posture toward dissent and international accountability pressure, even as the underlying jihadist threat in Tillabéri and Dosso persisted at a comparatively lower tempo this week.
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
No significant positive peace or security development was identified this week. The relative lull in mass-casualty jihadist attacks compared to the previous week offers limited respite, but is offset by the further contraction of civic and political space evidenced by the nationality-stripping and UPR rejection.
Risks for the Coming Week
The junta's expanding use of denationalisation against critics risks deepening political polarisation and could create a growing diaspora of effectively stateless former citizens with grievances against the regime. Niger's rejection of UPR recommendations on arbitrary detention and accountability signals continued resistance to reform, which could further erode domestic and international confidence in the junta's governance trajectory, even as the jihadist threat in the west remains a persistent underlying risk.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Niger's week of 21–25 September 2026 was defined less by frontline violence than by governance and human-rights developments. The junta stripped five more exiled critics of their Nigerien nationality, bringing the cumulative total to 25 since 2024, drawing condemnation from the opposition coalition G25-Niger and scrutiny from Human Rights Watch. The week closed with Niger formally rejecting key UN Universal Periodic Review recommendations on arbitrary detention and accountability, reinforcing a pattern of civic-space contraction even as the jihadist threat in Tillabéri and Dosso persisted at a relatively lower tempo than the previous week.
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