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[bookmark: overall-peace-and-security-status]1. OVERALL, PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments


Weekly Score: 1 / 5 (very Critical)
Justification (3-5 sentences): Mali experienced a catastrophic security event during the week, with one of the deadliest attacks on its military forces in recent years. A joint ambush by Tuareg separatists (FLA) and Al-Qaeda-affiliated jihadists (JNIM) on an army convoy on July 18 resulted in at least 50 soldiers killed and 24 captured. This attack highlights the dangerous operational coordination between these groups and represents a major blow to government forces. Subsequent military operations across multiple regions continued throughout the week.
[bookmark: key-peace-and-conflict-developments]2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
[bookmark: major-developments-this-week]Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	July 20, 2026
	African Union Commission strongly condemns attacks.
	Addis Ababa
	African Union

	July 21, 2026
	Chinese Embassy issues security alert.
	Mali
	Chinese Embassy

	July 24, 2026
	Malian Foreign Minister responds to US military intervention threat.
	Bamako
	Mali Embassy


[bookmark: armed-conflict-and-security-incidents]3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
[bookmark: m23-activities]E. g Military operations
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	July 21, 2026
	FAMa neutralizes five terrorists on motorcycles.
	Djenné, Mopti Region
	5 terrorists killed; logistics vehicle destroyed

	July 21, 2026
	FAMa destroys terrorist strongholds.
	Kidal and Kongosambougou Forest
	Terrorist bases destroyed

	July 22, 2026
	FAMa neutralizes terrorists on motorcycles.
	Kayes Region
	Several terrorists killed

	July 23, 2026
	FAMa conducts precision strikes
	Kidal suburbs, Sori Bougou, Koulikoro Region
	Multiple terrorist bases targeted; terrorist leaders' meeting struck in Kidal.

	July 24, 2026
	FAMa destroys terrorist assembly points.
	West of Kidal
	4 terrorist assembly points and logistics facilities destroyed

	July 26, 2026
	FAMa strikes terrorist bases
	Kongodiani and Nioro areas
	Terrorist bases targeted


[bookmark: Xd33ce5782ae554548a4e9af841bac75cc62007f]Other Armed Groups (ADF, FDLR, CODECO, Mai-Mai, etc.)
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	
	
	
	


[bookmark: violent-incidents-recorded]Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number

	Armed clashes
	Multiple (across 6 regions)

	Military fatalities
	50+ (Anefis ambush)

	Terrorist fatalities
	Undisclosed (multiple operations)

	Captured soldiers
	24+

	Looting
	

	Attacks on villages
	


[bookmark: humanitarian-situation]4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
[bookmark: population-displacement]Population Displacement
	Area
	Status
	Source

	Lake Chad Basin
	3.5 million displaced
	UNHCR

	Mali
	6.8 million displaced across West Africa/Sahel region.
	UNOWAS


[bookmark: humanitarian-concerns]Humanitarian Concerns
Food insecurity: Over 5 million people in Mali need humanitarian assistance.
Disease outbreaks
Protection concerns: Civilians face escalating risks from both terrorist attacks and military operations.
Funding Shortfalls: UNHCR urgently needs $29 million through December 2026
EU Humanitarian Response: The European Union is providing €75 million for Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso to support vulnerable populations, including food, nutrition, water, healthcare, education, and emergency shelter.
School closures
Health service disruptions
Access constraints
[bookmark: natural-disasters-and-health-emergencies]5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
[bookmark: X90da6692c6ec8d845339776fe44e12cac9f365a]Disease Outbreaks (Ebola, Cholera, Mpox, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	No major outbreak reported.
	
	
	


[bookmark: natural-disasters]Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	
	

	Landslides
	
	

	Other
	
	


[bookmark: government-positions-and-actions]6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
[bookmark: official-statements]Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	July 21, 2026
	President Goïta
	Met with diaspora delegation, committed to improving business environment to attract investment and national reconstruction

	July 24, 2026
	Foreign Minister Diop
	Responded to US President Trump's statement on potential military intervention against JNIM, stated Mali is not yet clear on the US position

	Ongoing
	Malian Armed Forces (FAMa)
	Continuing operations across multiple regions.


[bookmark: Xebb161be7bba2eebddcbdff9077b667bc2a9194]New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	
	
	



[bookmark: m23-armed-groups-statements]7. M23 / ARMED GROUPS STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	
	
	

	
	
	



[bookmark: international-and-regional-actors]8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
[bookmark: regional-organizations]Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	EAC
	
	

	African Union
	Chairperson strongly condemned the attacks, reaffirmed commitment to supporting Mali and regional counter-terrorism efforts
	

	SADC
	
	

	ICGLR
	
	


[bookmark: international-actors]International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	UN / MONUSCO
	

	China
	Embassy issued security alert on July 20, warning citizens of very severe security situation.

	United States
	President Trump reportedly signaled potential military intervention against JNIM.

	European Union
	

	Other
	


[bookmark: peace-initiatives]Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	Luanda Process
	
	

	Nairobi Process
	
	

	Other
	
	


[bookmark: rwanda-drc-relations][bookmark: cross-border-tensions-allegations]Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	
	
	


[bookmark: diplomatic-developments]Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	
	


[bookmark: X8fc674f1ea463d96467bd0c2f94ed81dc170fed]10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
[bookmark: public-statements]Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	

	Civil Society
	

	NGOs
	

	Women’s Groups
	

	Youth Organizations
	


[bookmark: early-warning-indicators]11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Mark trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Military casualties
	· 
	
	

	JNIM-FLA Cooperation
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	· 
	
	

	Hate speech
	
	
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	
	



[bookmark: analysis-of-the-week]12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
[bookmark: conflict-dynamics]Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
The July 18 ambush is a devastating blow to the Malian army - one of the deadliest in years. The JNIM-FLA alliance demonstrates dangerous new capabilities. Fighting for Anefis has been intense: FLA/JNIM captured it, army recaptured it on July 10 with 30 soldiers killed, then the convoy was ambushed as it left. This reflects a highly fluid and dangerous conflict dynamic. The week following the ambush saw intense military operations across six regions, indicating sustained pressure on the Malian armed forces.
This attack is part of a broader pattern. Mali is experiencing its most intense armed conflict since 2012, with Tuareg separatist groups not only attempting to control northern areas but frequently clashing with government forces and private military contractors. The April 2026 death of Defense Minister Sadio Camara in combat underscores the gravity of the situation.
[bookmark: peace-dynamics]Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
Some diplomatic progress continues: Mali and Algeria normalized relations. President Goïta's meeting with the diaspora signaled continued engagement. However, US threats of military intervention add a new layer of complexity to the international response.
[bookmark: risks-for-the-coming-week]Risks for the Coming Week
Further attacks on military convoys
JNIM/FLA counter-offensive for Anefis
Humanitarian crisis worsening with funding gaps
Ethnic reprisal attacks
Potential US military intervention
[bookmark: executive-summary-150200-words]13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Provide a concise overview of the week’s conflict and peace developments.
Mali suffered a catastrophic attack on July 18 when JNIM and FLA ambushed an army convoy leaving Anefis, killing at least 50 soldiers and capturing 24 - one of the deadliest military losses in years. The ambush followed intense fighting for Anefis, which army recaptured on July 10 after losing 30 soldiers. The week following saw widespread military operations across six regions. US threats of military intervention have introduced new diplomatic uncertainty. The humanitarian crisis is deepening, with millions needing assistance.
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