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1. OVERALL, PEACE AND SECURITY STATUS
Rate the overall situation for the reporting period:
	Score
	Assessment

	1
	Very Critical / Escalating Conflict

	2
	Critical

	3
	Moderate / Mixed Trends

	4
	Relatively Stable

	5
	Stable / Positive Peace Developments



Weekly Score: 1 / 5
Justification: 
Mali remained in a state of very critical, escalating conflict during the reporting week. The JNIM-imposed fuel blockade on Bamako, reimposed in late April 2026 and unbroken since, continued to strangle the capital's economy, while JNIM and its Azawad Liberation Front (FLA) allies-maintained pressure following their unprecedented coordinated 25 April 2026 offensive that killed Defence Minister Sadio Camara. Analysts continue to warn of the risk that Bamako itself could eventually fall or be forced into negotiation.
2. KEY PEACE AND CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS
Major Developments This Week
	Date
	Event
	Location
	Source

	Ongoing through the reporting week
	JNIM's fuel blockade on Bamako, in place since it was reimposed on 28 April 2026, continued to restrict fuel supply to the capital, with escorted convoys the only means of resupply
	Bamako and the Kayes–Bamako corridor
	The Ops Con / ACLED / Bellingcat

	Background shaping the week (25 Apr 2026 offensive, still driving analysis published 2 Sep 2026)
	Continued fallout and analysis of the unprecedented coordinated JNIM–FLA offensive that struck Bamako, Kati, Gao, Kidal, Mopti and Sévaré, killing Defence Minister Gen. Sadio Camara in Kati
	Nationwide (Bamako, Kati, Gao, Kidal, Mopti, Sévaré)
	Africa Defense Forum / CFR

	Week of 31 Aug–4 Sep 2026
	Continued reporting on the deepening alliance between JNIM and the Tuareg-led Azawad Liberation Front (FLA), reshaping conflict dynamics across northern and central Mali
	Northern and central Mali
	Africa Defense Forum


3. ARMED CONFLICT AND SECURITY INCIDENTS
Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) Activities
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Ongoing through the reporting week
	Continued enforcement of the fuel blockade on Bamako through attacks on and interdiction of fuel tanker convoys along the Kayes–Bamako and Sikasso corridors
	Kayes, Koulikoro, Ségou, Mopti and Sikasso regions
	Severe fuel shortages, rationing, reduced power generation and continued economic paralysis in Bamako

	Background (25 Apr 2026, still under analysis this week)
	Coordinated attack on Kati garrison town near Bamako that killed Defence and Veterans Affairs Minister Gen. Sadio Camara
	Kati, near Bamako
	Major blow to military leadership; underscored JNIM's reach near the capital



Azawad Liberation Front (FLA) and Islamic State Sahel Province (ISSP) Activities
	Date
	Incident
	Location
	Impact

	Background (25 Apr 2026 offensive, still shaping the week's analysis)
	FLA Tuareg-led fighters jointly claimed responsibility with JNIM for the coordinated attacks on Kidal and other northern towns
	Kidal and northern Mali
	Forced retreat of Malian soldiers and Russian Africa Corps mercenaries from some positions; deepened north-south conflict dynamics

	Ongoing (border zone)
	ISSP maintains a support and movement presence along the Mali-Niger border (Ménaka region), overlapping with JNIM-FLA operations elsewhere in the country
	Ménaka Region
	Contributes to a multi-front insurgency landscape



Violent Incidents Recorded
	Type of Incident
	Number (est.)

	Armed clashes
	Multiple fuel-convoy ambushes reported along blockade corridors (exact weekly tally not disaggregated in available reporting)

	Civilian killings
	Data incomplete for this specific window

	Abductions
	Rising kidnapping risk to foreign nationals reported by security analysts

	Sexual violence cases
	None specifically confirmed this week

	Looting
	Tanker destruction/looting continues as part of blockade enforcement

	Attacks on villages/convoys
	Continued fuel-convoy attacks along Bamako supply corridors


4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION
Population Displacement
	Area
	Newly Displaced
	Returnees
	Source

	Bamako
	No mass new displacement reported; population under blockade-induced hardship rather than displacement
	N/A
	The Ops Con / AP

	Northern Mali (Kidal, Gao)
	Continued displacement pressure linked to ongoing JNIM-FLA and government operations (not separately quantified this week)
	N/A
	Africa Defense Forum



Humanitarian Concerns
• Food insecurity
• Health service disruptions
• Access constraints
Details: 
The prolonged JNIM fuel blockade has produced severe fuel shortages in Bamako, reduced power generation, periodic school closures, and constrained hospital capacity due to generator fuel scarcity. Mali imports roughly 95% of its fuel by road, making the capital acutely vulnerable. The US and UK have advised their citizens to leave the country, reflecting the severity of the access and security constraints affecting both civilians and humanitarian actors nationwide.
5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND HEALTH EMERGENCIES
Disease Outbreaks (Cholera, Mpox, Measles, etc.)
	Disease
	Area
	Cases
	Trend

	Cholera
	Regional Sahel corridor (limited Mali-specific case data identified this week)
	Not separately confirmed for Mali this week
	Watch/monitoring, given active regional outbreaks in Chad and Nigeria



Natural Disasters
	Event
	Area
	Impact

	Floods
	General rainy-season risk areas
	No major flood event specifically reported in this window

	Landslides
	N/A
	None reported

	Other
	N/A
	None reported


6. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND ACTIONS
Official Statements
	Date
	Institution
	Key Message

	Background (25 Apr 2026, referenced in analysis this week)
	General Staff of the Armed Forces of Mali
	Confirmed that 'unidentified armed terrorist groups' had targeted locations and barracks in the capital and interior, describing fighting as ongoing

	Week of 31 Aug–4 Sep 2026
	Malian transitional authorities (junta of Gen. Assimi Goïta)
	Continued to maintain a general who leads the 'fuel war' response; no new major public statement specific to this week identified in available reporting



New Laws / Policies / Administrative Measures
	Date
	Policy
	Expected Impact

	Ongoing
	Continued use of military-escorted fuel convoys into Bamako, supported by Russian Africa Corps personnel and Turkish drone support
	Aims to sustain minimal fuel supply to the capital despite the blockade, at a heavy logistical and security cost


7. JNIM / FLA STATEMENTS
	Date
	Actor
	Main Message

	Background (initial blockade declaration, still governing this week's dynamics)
	JNIM spokesman Abou Houzeifa al-Bambari
	Original announcement (September 2025) of the fuel blockade against government-held cities in southern Mali, reaffirmed through continued attacks in 2026

	Background (25 Apr 2026 offensive claim, still referenced this week)
	JNIM
	Claimed responsibility for taking control of at least seven army or pro-government positions during the coordinated April offensive


8. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTORS
Regional Organizations
	Actor
	Intervention / Statement
	Assessment

	Alliance of Sahel States (AES)
	Mali continues to anchor the AES alongside Niger and Burkina Faso; no new joint statement recorded this week specific to the Bamako blockade
	Bloc solidarity remains rhetorical; no visible operational support recorded this week

	African Union
	No new specific statement on Mali identified for this week
	Standing concern over the deteriorating Sahel security architecture

	ECOWAS
	Mali remains outside ECOWAS following the AES states' formal withdrawal in January 2025
	Continued diplomatic estrangement from the regional bloc



International Actors
	Actor
	Action / Statement

	Russia
	Africa Corps personnel continue to support convoy escorts and government defence operations in and around Bamako

	United States / United Kingdom
	Both governments maintain advisories urging their citizens to leave Mali, citing the fuel crisis, kidnapping risk and general insecurity

	Turkey
	Continued to provide drone support to Malian forces as part of the government's response to the blockade and insurgency



Peace Initiatives
	Initiative
	Lead Actor
	Progress

	None specifically recorded this week
	N/A
	No new formal peace negotiation or ceasefire initiative between the Malian government and JNIM/FLA was identified for this reporting week


9. MALI–SAHEL / REGIONAL SECURITY RELATIONS
Cross-Border Tensions / Allegations
	Date
	Incident
	Source

	Ongoing (background)
	Continued cross-border movement and coordination of JNIM and ISSP fighters between Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso, and reports of the unusual JNIM-FLA tactical alliance
	Al Jazeera / Africa Defense Forum



Diplomatic Developments
	Date
	Development

	Week of 31 Aug–4 Sep 2026
	No new bilateral breakthrough identified; Mali continues to rely on AES solidarity and Russian security assistance amid its estrangement from ECOWAS and Western partners


10. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND NGOs
Public Statements
	Actor
	Position / Message

	Religious Institutions
	No specific new statement recorded this week

	Civil Society
	Limited independent civil society commentary given restrictive information environment under the transitional military government

	NGOs
	Humanitarian and logistics organisations continue to report on the impact of the fuel blockade on aid delivery and service continuity

	Women's Groups
	No specific new statement recorded this week

	Youth Organizations
	No specific new statement recorded this week


11. EARLY WARNING INDICATORS
Trends observed this week:
	Indicator
	Increasing
	Stable
	Decreasing

	Armed clashes
	· 
	
	

	Displacement
	
	· 
	

	Hate speech
	
	· 
	

	Humanitarian needs
	· 
	
	

	Political tensions
	· 
	
	

	Community dialogue
	
	· 
	

	Peace initiatives
	
	· 
	


12. ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK
Conflict Dynamics
What are the most important conflict trends observed?
The week continued to be defined by JNIM's sustained economic siege of Bamako through its fuel blockade, now paired with a deepening tactical alliance with the FLA that has extended the group's reach into northern separatist dynamics. Analysts increasingly frame the risk not just as insurgent harassment but as a genuine threat to the durability of the Bamako government, given the group's demonstrated capacity to strike the capital, kill senior officials, and simultaneously besiege multiple regional capitals.
Peace Dynamics
What positive developments were observed?
No significant positive peace development was identified this week. The government's continued ability to run escorted convoys into Bamako represents a tactical coping mechanism rather than a resolution, and no new dialogue process with JNIM or the FLA was reported.
Risks for the Coming Week
The principal risks for the coming week are a further tightening of the fuel blockade, additional attacks on convoys or urban targets in Bamako, and continued erosion of state authority in northern Mali as the JNIM-FLA alliance consolidates. The economic strain from the blockade also raises the risk of social unrest within Bamako itself if shortages deepen.
13. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Mali's conflict situation remained very critical during the week of 31 August–4 September 2026. JNIM's fuel blockade on Bamako, reimposed since April, continued to cripple the capital's economy, while continued analysis of the group's unprecedented coordinated offensive with the Azawad Liberation Front underscored the depth of the security crisis facing the transitional military government. With Western governments continuing to advise citizens to leave and no new peace process in sight, Mali's trajectory remains one of the most volatile in the Sahel.
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